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REFLECTION: By Monsignor Graham
Schmitzer. Advent was a late comer
to the Roman liturgy. It made it
about the middle of the sixth century
— Christmas having become a major
solemnity. Previously the birth of our
Lord was a simple memorial.
Everything revolving around easter
inthe early Church. The earliest form
of Advent had been celebrated in
Spain and Gaul. In Spain which like
Easter was a time for conferring of
Baptism. In Gaul the period of
Advent was a period of 40 days. It
began after the feast of St Martin of
Tours (11 November) for the season
was  strongly  penitential in
character. The primitive for a Roman
Advent ran for six weeks prior to
Christmas. Pope St Gregory the
Great (+ 604) reduced this period to
four weeks. He judged it
inappropriate that Advent should
have the same duration as Lent. He
saw the season as liturgical rather
than penitential in character. The
emphasis was on joyful hope. Mind
you the Roman Advent has always
included a note of penance; but in
the positive sense of a call to
conversion and renewal of life. The
readings within the Masses of the
time- note the summoning of
“prepare the way of the Lord” and
“to cast off the works of darkness”.
The very word “Adventus” comes
from Roman times and referred to
the coming of the emperor to his
dominions. The roads were repaired
so that his passage would be
smooth. This is why this term was
used by John the Baptist. The roads

into our hearts may have become
cluttered with debris. Sin may make
Christ’s entry difficult. Remember
He is the most gracious guest and
usually does not barge in but “stands
at the door and knocks” (Cf Rev
3:20). The artist William Holman
Hunt made the obvious in his famous
painting “The Light of the World”. An
observer questioned the absence of
a handle on the door. Hunt replied
that this door can only be opened
from the inside. “Casting off the
works of darkness” also presupposes
some effort at spiritual renewal.
Prayer, fasting and works of charity
are always the soul’s weapons at any
time of the year. Fasting will remind
us that many in the world will not be
gorging themselves at the Christmas
feasts. The money saved as in Lent
can well be given to various
charities. | refer back to Hunt’s
painting “The Light of the World”.
The painting is steeped in
symbolism. Christ holds a lantern —
the light of conscience. Around his
head is the halo — the light of
salutation. The morning star is just
visible above Christ’'s head — the
dawning of a new day. All this
counteracts the fallen apples in the
lower right corner, symbols of the
original sin of the Fall. The
overgrown ivy covering the door
hints that our past life may have
made it difficult for Christ to enter.
As we begin this Holy Season may
the guest at the door be welcomed
in for, we who are inside have the
choice to open the latch.
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OLMC PARISH CHRISTMAS EVE
NATIVITY: Tuesday 24" December
2024 at 6pm. If your child / children
would like to be involved in this
simple nativity, please email Tracey
Marsden on
Tracey.Marsden@cewa.edu.au.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS

AUSTRALIAN LEADING LOCK SERVICE
Mark Berkovic 0408 404 048
mls@dammot.com.au

AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE
For more information, please contact
Judy 0448 205 283.

UNITED PEST CONTROL
PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163
0433 995 688

RICH HARVEST
Religious Products
Mon to Fri 10.30am — 6pm
Sat 10.30am —3pm
39 Hulme Court, Myaree
9329 9889 or
www.rich7harvest.com.au

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Meet every Monday, except for public
holidays, between 7 and 8 pm in the
first meeting room to the left of the
Church. New members are always
welcome. Please contact lan
(President) on 0428 121 152 for
further information.

BOWRA & O’DEA FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
Because the little things are
everything.

312 South Street, Hilton
9239 7744 or
www.bowraodea.com.au

MASS TIMES WEEKENDS: Saturday
Vigil 6pm, Sunday 7.30am & 9am.

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS: Tuesday
9am, Wednesday 9am, Thursday
9am, Friday 9am & Saturday 9am.

RECONCILIATION - Saturday’s:
9.30-10am and 5.15-5.45pm or by
appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Wednesday 5.30 — 6.30pm & Friday
9.30-10.30am.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 30 November to Friday 6
December 2024

Saturday 30 November

9am: Holy Souls

6pm Mass: For the People

Sunday 1 December

7.30am Mass: Brother Stephen
Joseph Varga LEB (RIP)

9am Mass: Rosa & Giuseppe Perroni
(Anniversary), Ivo Capelinha (RIP)
Tuesday 3 December

8am Mass: Holy Souls

10.30am Funeral Mass: Pasquale
(Tony) Papiccio

Wednesday 4 December

9am Mass: Holy Souls

Thursday 5 December

9am Mass: Alessia Collova
(Intentions)

Friday 6 December

9am Mass: Holy Souls

10.30am Holy Communion Service:
Hilton Park Aged Care

HOLY TRINITY CHARISMATIC PRAYER
GROUP: Monday night’s 7-9pm.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: To you, | lift up
my soul, O my God. In you, | have
trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me; and
let none who hope in you be put to
shame.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: The Lord
will bestow his bounty, and our earth
shall yield its increase.

PREPARATION FOR CHRISTMAS:
Second Rite of Reconciliation at Mater
Christi Parish, 340 Yangebup Road,
Yangebup on  Wednesday 11
December 2024 at 7pm.

2025 COLUMBAN CATHOLIC ART
CALENDARS: Are on sale for $10 each
from the Parish Office. The Columban
Art Calendar is an iconic Catholic
Calendar.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL: Christmas cards
are now on sale for $3.50 pack of 5.

DISABLED BAYS CHURCH PARKING:
Parishioners who are entitled to park
in disabled parking bays, please

exhibit your permit on your car
dashboard. This diffuses
misunderstanding by other

parishioners who are also in search of
disabled parking bays. Thank you for
your corporation and pastoral concern
for those in who have particular
needs.
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PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Jesus you
are the Good Shepherd who is always
mindful of your Church. Watch over
those who are Baptised in your name
and grant peace and harmony to all
families. We ask you to choose from
the families of our Parish many priests,
deacons, sisters and brothers who will
gladly spend their lives making you
known and loved.

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK
PARISHIONERS:  Christine  Rhow,
Veronica-Marie, Maria, Consiglia
Ciavatta, Martin-Joseph, Irwin

Beachell, Isabella Da Cunha, Damien-
Ivan, Norma Elliott, Rudi Tassell,
Steven, Davina, Zoe-Anne, Elisabetta
Paddon, Edward Fortune, Kiara-Eve,
Beatrice Fernandez, Lisa Bubb,
Romilda Marinelli, Aaron LoCicero,
Jacqueline Paul, Lou Collova, Christine
Schwarten Henry, Fr Joseph Angelo, Fr
Anibal Da Cunha, Peter Scanlan, June
McGinnity, John Brackovich, Alison,

Sofia, Rebecca, Fr Francis
Sundararajan, Fr Greg Carroll, Bill
Watkins, Daniel DiMarco, Joshua

Oorschot, Fr John Piumatti, Fr Don
Kettle, Mila Hogan, Mara Ravlich, Fr
Vittorio Ricciardi, Lloyd Smith, Tegan
Colgan, Patrick O’Brien, Archbishop
Emeritus Barry Hickey, Fr Jean
Fernandez, Fr Benedict Quadros, Fr
John Hogan.
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2024 CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

Ovur Lady of Mount Carmel Church
82 Collick Street, Hilton
08 9314 7733
Sec.hilton@perthcatholic.org.au

Christmas Eve

Tuesday 24 December 2024
5.45pm Carols 6pm Vigil Children’s Mass

9pm Night Mass
No Midnight Mass

Christmas Day

Wednesday 25 December 2024
/7.30am Mass
9am Mass
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