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THE SAVING WORD

SixTH Sunpay of Easter / C

FIRST READING Acts 15:1-2,22-29
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

It has been decided by the Holy Spirit and ourselves
not to burden you beyond what is essential.

Some men came down from Judaea and taught
the brothers, “Unless you hawve wourselves
circumcised in the tradition of Moses you cannot
be saved.” This led to disagreement, and after
Faul and Bamabas had had a long argument

with these men it was arranged that Paul and

Barnabas and others of the church should go up

to Jerusalem and discuss the problem with the

apostles and elders.

Bamabas;
this. They chose Judas known as Barsabbas and
Silas, both leading men in the brotherhood,
and gave them this letter to take with them:

“The apostles and elders, your brothers, send

some of our members have disturbed wyou

vou Judas and 5ilas, who will confirm
of mouth what we have written in this letter

trom food sacrificed to idols, from blood,

is right. Farewell’
B The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  Ps 66:2-3,5-6,8. R. v. 4

R. O God, let all the nations praise yvou!
{or Alleluial)

learn your saving help. R.
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2. Let the nations be glad and exult / for you

Then the apostles and elders decided to choose rule the world with justice. / With fairness you

delegates to send to Antioch with Paul and
the whole church concurred with
3. Let the peoples praise you, O God; / let all
the peoples praise you. / May God still give us
- his blessing / till the ends of the earth revere
greetings to the brothers of pagan birth in
Antioch, Syria and Cilicia. We hear that
A reading from the book of the Apocalypse

with their demands and have unsettled your . He showed me the holy city coming down out of heaven.

minds. They acted without any authority from .
us, and so we have decided unanimously to In the spurit, tl};e}?ngel tut:jl;me ;n ;hE:;P of
elect delegates and to send them to you with af shormous [igh moun s snowed me

Barnabas and Paul, men we highly respect who Jerusalem, the holy city, coming down from

have dedicated their lives to the name of our | God out of heaven. It had all the radiant glory

Lord Jesus Christ. Accordingly we are sending of God and glittered like some precious jewel of

word
great height, and had twelve gates; at each of
It has been decided by the Holy Spirit and by  the twelve gates there was an angel, and over

ourselves not to saddle vou with any burden

beyond these essentials: you are to abstain tribes of Israel; on the east there were three

from the meat of stransled - ale and from gates, on the north three gates, on the south
o ) 2 : - three gates, and on the west three gates. The
formication. Avoid these, and yvou will do what | ;
. - city walls stood on twelve foundation stones,

each one of which bore the name of one of the
- twelve apostles of the Lamb.

I saw that there was no temple in the city since
. the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb were
- themselres the temple, and the city did not

1. © God, be gracious and bless us / and let

your face shed its light upon us. / So will vour lit by the radiant glory of God and the Lamb

ways be known upon earth / and all nations . was a lighted torch for it.

. @ The word of the Lord.

rule the peoples, / you guide the nations on
earth. E.

SECOND READING Apoc 21:10-14, 22-23

crystal-clear diamond. The walls of it were of a

the gates were written the names of the twekve

need the sun or the moon for light, since it was
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REFLECTION: Eyes of Love.
There was a wonderful
Cardinal Archbishop in London
some years ago, his name was
Basil Hume. You may have
memory of him or read about
him. Every couple of weeks
Basil had the policy where he
went and visited an elderly
woman who was bead ridden.
She was being cared for by her
unmarried daughter. There
was a set procedure to this
visit. What happened was Basil
was met at the door by her
daughter, and she took him
into the room where her
mother was. Basil would stay
there for however long talking
and praying with the woman
and then he would come out
and they would have a cup of
tea together and then he
would go. In the room where
they had their tea there was a
picture of Jesus. Now trust me
when | tell you that this picture
did Jesus no favours at all and
indeed it offended Basil's
artistic sensibilities. To add
insult to injury there were
words attached to this picture
“He’s watching you”. That
made Basil absolutely cringe. It
reminded him of all the times

that as a child when his mother
said these same words to him,
“He’s watching you!” Anyway,
one day the woman came in
with the cup of tea and she
caught Basil looking at this
picture and all the thoughts |
had just described to you were
going through Basil’s head. The
woman said to him “Oh Father,
don’t you love that picture?”
Fortunately, before Basil could
open his mouth the woman
continued “l love it. |
particularly like the words
underneath “He is watching
you” because | think to myself
“that’s right, He loves me so
much that He can’t take his
eyes off of me!” Needless to
say, the message went home
to Basil “big time”. God is
watching not to make sure that
we trip things. Not to make
sure where we are going
wrong. God’s eyes are totally
focused on us because he loves
us. In this coming week may we
too understand, know in the
very fibre of our being that our
dear and loving God is
eternally looking at you and |
with the eyes of unrelenting
love.
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THANK YOU: Little Sisters of
the Poor thank parishioners for
their generous support for the
fundraising collection on the
weekend of 10-11 May 2025
during the three weekend
Masses. The amount raised
was $2178.20. We wish the
Sister’s Community all the best
and keeping them in our
prayers.

CARITAS AUSTRALIA: The total
raised from our Parish for
Project Compassion 2025 was
$2759.50. Thank you so much
for your generous support.

MISSING: Would the person or
persons who have borrowed
the Children’s Step Stool for
the Ambo please return it
immediately many thanks. Fr
Michael.

CoviID and INFLUENZA:
Parishioners, Covid and
Influenza has reared its head
again in our parish. If you are
unwell, please stay home until
you are recovered.

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK
PARISHIONERS: The Sick List is
posted on the board in the
foyer.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS

AUSTRALIAN LEADING LOCK
SERVICE
Mark Berkovic 0408 404 048
mls@dammot.com.au

AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE
For more information, please contact
Judy 0448 205 283

UNITED PEST CONTROL
PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163
0433 995 688

RICH HARVEST
Religious Products
Mon to Fri 10.30am — 6pm
Sat 10.30am —3pm
39 Hulme Court, Myaree
9329 9889 or
www.rich7harvest.com.au

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Meet every Monday, except for public
holidays, between 7 to 8pm in the first

meeting room to the left of the Church.

New members are always welcome.
Please contact lan (President) on 0428
121 152 for more information.

BOWRA & O’DEA FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
Because the little things are
everything.

312 South Street, Hilton
9239 7744 or
www.bowraodea.com.au

MASS TIMES WEEKENDS:
Saturday Vigil 6pm, Sunday
7.30am & 9am.

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS:
Tuesday 9am, Wednesday
9am, Thursday 9am, Friday
9am & Saturday 9am.

RECONCILIATION -
Saturday’s: 9.30-10am and
5.15-5.45pm or by
appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Wednesday 5.30 — 6.30pm &

Friday 9.30 — 10.30am.

HOLY TRINITY CHARISMATIC
PRAYER GROUP: Monday night’s
7-9pm except public holidays.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Proclaim a
joyful sound and let it be heard;
proclaim to the ends of the earth:
The Lord has freed his people,
alleluia.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: if you
love me, keep my commandments,
says the Lord, and | will ask the
Father and he will send you
another Paraclete, to abide with
you forever, alleluia.

SACRAMENTAL BOOKS AVALABLE:
Those children of our Parish School

who are preparing for the
Sacrament of Eucharist, the
Candidate Parent, Family

Workbook is available for purchase
from the Parish Temporary Office
situated near the kindergarten play
area and the back of the Parish
House during normal Parish Office
Hours for $10 each book.

ORDINATION TO PRIESTHOOD: On
Friday evening 23 May 2025 at St
Mary’s Cathedral the Archdiocese
celebrated the ordination to
priesthood of Marco Ferraioli,
Jupiter Bin Justin and Gionata
Pagani. Please continue to pray for
them and to pray for vocations.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Jesus
you are the Good Shepherd who is
always mindful of your Church.
Woatch over those who are Baptised
in your name and grant peace and
harmony to all families. We ask you
to choose from the families of our
Parish many priests, deacons,
sisters and brothers who will gladly
spend their lives making you
known and loved. Amen.

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE
PRESBYTERY: Dear Parishioners,
The new roof tiles have been
delivered, and we anticipate
work to commence this coming
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week. For the safety of all please
keep clear of the presbytery
area. Again, do not use the walk
through in front of the
presbytery to the church until
further notice. Please use the
footpath. Fr Michael.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 24 May to Friday 30 May
2025

Saturday 24 May — Mary Help of
Christians Feast

9am Mass: Jovielyn Cuizon (RIP 1%
Anniversary)

6pm Mass: Giovanna Sgro (RIP
Anniversary)

Sunday 25 May

7.30am Mass: Vincey Capolingua
(RIP) & Stephanie Moses (RIP)
9am Mass: Joe Taranto (RIP
Anniversary) & Marina Bini (RIP 1%
Month Anniversary)

Tuesday 27 May

9am Mass: Tonko & Kata Siketa
(RIP)

Wednesday 28 May

9am Mass: Rosa Pires (RIP)
Thursday 29 May

9am Mass: Ivan Resic (RIP)

Friday 30 May

9am Mass: Xavier (Intentions)
10.30am Mass: Hilton Park Aged
Care
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, allelnia!

All who love me will keep mv words,
and myv Father will love them and we will

come to them.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Jn 14:23-29

A reading from the holv Gospel according
to Johmn.
The Holy Spirit will teach you everything and

remind you of all I have said to_you.

Jm 14:23

Jesus said to his disciples:

“If anyone loves me he will keep my word,
and my Father will lowve him,

and we shall come to him

and make our home with him.

Those who do not love me do not keep my
words. And my word is not my own;

it is the word of the one who sent me.

I have said these things to you

while still with vou;

but the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,

whom the Father will send in my name,

will teach you everything

and remind you of all I have said to you.

Peace I bequeath to you,

my own peace | give you,

a peace the world cannot give, this is my gift
to you.

Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.

You heard me say-

I am going away, and shall returm.

If you loved me you would have been glad
to know that [ am going to the Father,

for the Father is greater than L.

I have told you this now before it happens,

so that when it does happen you may believe.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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BrEaking Open
“Wor

ULTIMATE UNION

In today's Gospel we become privileged
listeners to Jesus' prayer to God. The prayer
sums up John's theclogy of ultimate union
and Jesus ongoing promise to be with the
Gospel's audience, with us. Today's selection
also reaches beyond the present and into the
future.

This is a powerfully rich Gospel for the Easter
Season. As we reflect on the implications of
Jesus' resurrection, Jesus prays that we will
come to experience the heart of ultimate union
that exists between Jesus and the Father In
later Trinitarian theology, this prayer will be
considered the highpoint of the believers’
experience of God and the foundation for a
later theology of the Trinity: In a sense, we
become part of the divine ‘dance’ (the word
is ‘perichoresis’) within the persons of the
Trinity.

Today's Gospel invites us to celebrate our
union with God, through Jesus’ resurrection,
with each other, our natural world and the
whole of the Cosmos. It is for this reason
that a second theme in the Gospel concerns
mission. Jesus’ followers are sent on mission to
the world to reflect and enact this experience

of divine communion.

Finally, we are reminded that the lowve which
the Father has for Jesus becomes the kind of
lowve which Jesus has for us. And how powerful
is that! What a wonderful Easter day this

Gospel invites us into.

Fr Michael Trainor
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