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THE SAVING WORD

THe Ascension OF THE Loro / C

1 Juwe 2025

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
Why are you standing here looking into the sky?
Jesus has been taken into heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with
everything Jesus had done and taught from the
beginning until the day he gave his instructions
to the apostles he had chosen through the Holw
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had
shown himself alive to them after his Passion

about the kingdom of God. When he had been

will be baptised with the Holv Spirit.’

will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes

on you, and then vou will be my witnesses not

Samaria, and indeed to the ends of the earth’’

suddenly two men in white were standing near
them and they said, “Why are yvou men from

same way as you have seen him go there.’
B The word of the Lord.

- RESPONSORIAL PSALM

by many demonstrations: for forty days he had E. God mounts his throne to shouts of jow

continued to appear to them and tell them a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

(o7 Alleluial)

at table with them, he had told them not to 1. All peoples, clap your hands, / cry to God

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the = with shouts of joy! / For the Loxd, the Most

Father had promised. ‘It is” he had said ‘what

you have heard me speak about: John baptised earth. R.

with water but you, not many days from now, 2. God goes up with shouts of joy; / the Lord

goes up with trumpet blast. / Sing praise for

Ps 46:2-3, 6-9. K. v b

High, we must fear, / great king over all the

. God, si i i ise to king, si
Now having met together, they asked him, A sm%prmse, / sing praise to our king, sing
‘Lord, has the time come? Are you going to | praise. E.
t . the Lkin £1 ) 17’ I:I gliedg 1 3. God is king of all the earth. / Sing praise
restore the kingdom of Israel?” He replied, Tt 11 1) vour skill / God is king over the

is not for you to know times or dates that the  nations; / God reigns on his holy throne. R.

Father has decided by his own authority, butvou |

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of 5t Paul to the
only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.

As he said this he was lifted up while they May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

looked on, and a cloud took him from their | Father of glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and
) ' ) o . perception of what is revealed, to bring you to
sight. They were still staring into the sky when . full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the
eyves of your mind so that you can see what
. hope his call holds for you, what rich glories
Galilee standing here locking into the sky? he has promised the saints will inherit and
Jesus who has been taken up from you into how u:‘;“;'e}}' gIE]:t]jiS the power that he ha}j
heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the SHETEs or us be E‘Tfs' you can tE
from the strength of his power at work in
¢ Christ, when he used it to raise him from the

. dead and to make him sit at his right hand, in

Eph 1:17-23

Ephesians
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REFLECTION: God wants to be
known. Our God is a creative God
and uses many ways to get our
attention. Our God is a God that
wants to be known and loved.
Father John Powell, author and
priest says that there are five ways
through which God can enter and
touch our lives. These may include
but may not be alluded to 1. Our
Emotions: Being aware of our
emotions and movements
throughout the day can help us to
identify where God is moving in our
hearts and in our life. Take time to
reflect upon your emotions at the
end of each day. What gave you
life? What disturbed you? 2.
Imagination: When we combine
our initiative with creative
expression, it gives birth to new life
and engages sacred imagination. 3.
Our Memory: When we remember
aspects of life for example, ‘Where
has God worked and where we
have been loved or have
experienced powerful
transformative circumstances or
something comes to mind. God
may wish to bring something to our
attention. 4. Our Senses: Our God
is a sensual God. God has given us
the gift of smell, sight, taste, touch
and sound to experience all of life
and encounter Him and to draw us
close through these gifts. 5. Our
Will. When we take time to
discover the deepest desires of our
hearts. We often find that they are
too what God desires for us. God
wants the best for us. When we

align our hearts and minds with
God’s we see a beautiful plan
unfold and freedom experiencing
life to the full, absent from the
many fears that hold us back is ours
to enjoy. Take some time to be
aware of and play with these and
listen to God’s guidance through
this loving guidance, through these
loving gifts.

coviD and INFLUENZA:
Parishioners, Covid and Influenza
has reared its head again in our
parish. If you are unwell, please
stay home until you are recovered.

SALE OF PHALAENOPSIS ORCHIDS:
The white phalaenopsis orchids
currently in the church will be on
sale as from Friday afternoon 6
June 25 for $20 each plant. All
proceeds from the sale of the
plants go towards church flowers.
To secure your plant please text
Martha Kalat on 0438 999 107 or
email martha.kalat@gmail.com.

FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING:
AN INTRODCUTION TO CATHOLIC
THEOLOGY: 3 June - 24 lJune.
Tuesdays, 7.30pm to 8.30pm (6
sessions), Online. An enriching
introduction to the Catholic
intellectual and spiritual tradition,
this course will explore the
foundational principles of faith and
reason that operate in our human
desire to know truth, beauty, and
goodness in God. Cost: $30.00.
Presenter, Ms Natalie Thomas.
Further info or to register: Email
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cfe@perthcatholic.org.au, or call
089278 0261.

SCHOENSTATT SHRINE -
MARRIAGE CAMINO: An invitation
is extended to couples to attend a
Marriage Camino in the grounds of
the Schoenstatt Shrine at Mt
Richon on Saturday 14 June from
9.30am to 4.30pm. We offer short
reflections at Pillars around the
Shrine and then give you time as a
couple to discuss what helps to
grow and support your marriage.
The cost is $15 per couple. Booking
is essential. More Information:
Philomena Theseira
pd@theseira.family or 0417 936
757.

GODLY WOMEN WITH FAITH
CATHOLIC MINISTRY - SPIRITUAL
FORMATION AND DIRECTION:
Women 18yrs+ come join Godly
Women with Faith  Catholic
Ministry at our next gathering to
hear Dr Pina Ford speak about
Spiritual Formation and Direction.
Saturday 14 June 10.30am,
Redemptorist Monastery, Retreat

House, Camelia Street / 190
Vincent Street, North Perth.
Tickets available at

https://godlywomenwithfaith.com/
events/upcomingevents/. More
Information:
godlywomenwithfaith@gmail.com.

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK
PARISHIONERS: The Sick List is
posted on the board in the foyer.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS

AUSTRALIAN LEADING LOCK
SERVICE
Mark Berkovic 0408 404 048
mls@dammot.com.au

AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE
For more information, please contact
Judy 0448 205 283

UNITED PEST CONTROL
PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163
0433 995 688

RICH HARVEST
Religious Products
Mon to Fri 10.30am — 6pm
Sat 10.30am —3pm
39 Hulme Court, Myaree
9329 9889 or
www.rich7harvest.com.au

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Meet every Monday, except for public
holidays, between 7 to 8pm in the first

meeting room to the left of the Church.

New members are always welcome.
Please contact lan (President) on 0428
121 152 for more information.

BOWRA & O’DEA FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
Because the little things are
everything.

312 South Street, Hilton
9239 7744 or
www.bowraodea.com.au

MASS TIMES WEEKENDS: Saturday
Vigil 6pm, Sunday 7.30am & 9am.

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS: Tuesday
9am, Wednesday 9am, Thursday
9am, Friday 9am & Saturday 9am.

RECONCILIATION - Saturday’s:
9.30-10am and 5.15-5.45pm or by
appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Wednesday 5.30 — 6.30pm & Friday
9.30-10.30am.

HOLY TRINITY CHARISMATIC
PRAYER GROUP: Prayer meetings
are on every Monday night 7-9pm
except public holidays.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Men of
Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the
heavens? This Jesus whom you saw
ascending into heaven will return as
you saw him go, alleluia.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Behold, |
am with you always, even to the end
of the age, alleluia.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Jesus you
are the Good Shepherd who is
always mindful of your Church.
Watch over those who are Baptised
in your name and grant peace and
harmony to all families. We ask you
to choose from the families of our
Parish many priests, deacons, sisters
and brothers who will gladly spend

their lives making you known and
loved. Amen.

HOLY TRINITY CATHOLIC CHURCH -
ROTTNEST ISLAND - 50TH GOLDEN
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION: The
Holy Trinity Catholic Church at the
popular Rottnest Island will be
celebrate its 50" Golden Anniversary
with a Thanksgiving Mass on Sunday
15 June at 10am. This will be
followed by High Tea in the Church
Grounds. It was Monsignor John
O’Shea of happy memory who built
the Church. All friends and admirers
of the Rottnest Island are cordially
invited to be part of the Celebration
of the Golden Jubilee Mass on the
Feast of the Holy Trinity. All
welcome. More Information: Fr
Joseph Rathnaraj, 08 9292 5052.

PROGRESS REPORT ON THE
PRESBYTERY / PARISH OFFICE:
Dear Parishioners, | am pleased to
inform you all that the essential
task of renewing of the roof tiling
to the original build of the
presbytery, also known to you in
the past as the Carmelite Priory has
been completed. The cost to the
Parish for this work has come in as
$30,860.00. Alas, this work could
not be regarded as a claim under
the provisions of an insurance
policy. | call upon the generosity of
all parishioners to assist in any way,
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to raise the funds to meet this
expenditure. Other necessary
internal works to that section of
the building which required work
due to water damage (broken
water pipes June 2024) | will
progress systematically. Also, the
excess that attracts on insurance
claims is $5,000.00. Again, | thank
you all for your support of your
Parish. Fr Michael.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 31 May to Friday 6 June
2025

Saturday 31 May

9am Mass: Tindara Pirri &
Guiseppina Valenti (RIP Anniversary)
6pm Mass: For the People

Sunday 1 June

7.30am Mass: Intentions of Xavier
9am Mass: John De Ceglie (RIP
Anniversary), Susanna De Ceglie
(RIP) & Teresa Neate (RIP)

3-4pm: Holy Hour

Tuesday 3 June

9am Mass: Intentions of Stephen
Harris

Wednesday 4 June

9am Mass: Luca & Ivan Resic (RIP)
Thursday 5 June

9am Mass: David Randall (RIP)
Friday 6 June

9am  Anointing Mass: Tom

Merchant (RIP)
10am Holy Communion: Hilton Park
Aged Care
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heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority,
Power, or Domination, or any other name that

can be named, not only in this age, but also in

the age to come. He has put all things under his
feet, and made him as the ruler of everything,
the head of the Church; which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills the whole creation.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people

Mt 28:19, 20

my gospel. I am with vou alwavs, until the

end of the world. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 24:45-53

A reading from the holv Gospel according
to Luke.

While blessing them, he was taken to heaven.

Jesus said to his disciples: “You see how it is
written that the Christ would suffer and on the
third day rise from the dead, and that, in his
name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins
would be preached to all the nations, beginning

from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.

‘And now I am sending down to yvou what the
Father has promised. Stay in the city then, until
yvou are clothed with the power from on high.’
Then he took them out as far as the outskirts
of Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed
them. Now as he blessed them, he withdrew

from them and was carmmied up to heaven.
They worshipped him and then went back to
Jerusalem full of joy; and they were continually
in the Temple praising God.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Brﬁ;aking Open
“Wor

AN ETERNAL BLESSING

During Easter our focus has been on John's
Gospel. Today we come to the final chapter of
Luke and its last scene. Jesus has gathered with
his disciples on the day of Easter, dispelled
their fears, encouraged them on mission to be
his witnesses—thus setting up Luke’s second
volume, the Arts of the Apostles and Pentecost
with its gift of the Spirit—and now brings
them to Jerusalem's outskirts, to Bethanw

Here, as the Gospel comes to its conclusion,
Jesus blesses his disciples (thus completing the
priestly blessing which Zechariah was unable to
do in the Gospel’s beginning) and “withdraws’
from them as he is carried up to heaven. The
passive voice of the verb ‘carried up’ indicates
that this is God’s act and brings Jesus into the
heavenly realm of God's presence. The wvisual
imagery which Luke uses here is not intended
as a literal description of a divine elevator
that brings Jesus into the heavenly realm.
Rather, it is a theology which reminds Luke’s
audience that Jesus is ultimately and eternally
with Ged and continues, in a priestly gesture,
to bless his disciples.

It also identifies that definitive moment when
Jesus' earthly presence ceases, but not his
divine presence. This presence continues and
inspires the disciples’ future mission which
will unfold in Acts. His blessing continues
among us today as we, too, await the coming
of his Spirit at our Pentecost, celebrated next
Sundaw.

Fr Michael Trainor
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