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{ THE SAVING WORD

SIXTEENTH Sunpay 18 Oroimary Time / C

FIRST READING Cen 18:1-10
A reading from the book of Genesis
Lord, do not bypass your servant.

The Lord appeared to Abraham at the Oak of
Mamre while he was sitting by the entrance
of the tent during the hottest part of the day
He locked up, and there he saw three men
standing near him. As soon as he saw them he
ran from the entrance of the tent to meet them,
and bowed to the ground. "My Lord,” he said
T beg vou, if I find favour with you, kindly do
not pass your servant by A little water shall be
brought; you shall wash your feet and lie down
under the tree. Let me fetch a little bread and
vou shall refresh vourselves before going further.
That is why you have come in your servant’s

direction.” They replied, ‘Do as you say’

Abraham hastened to the tent to find Sarah. . 3. He who keeps his pledge, come what may; /

‘Hurry,” he said ‘knead three bushels of flour

- who takes no interest on a loan / and accepts

and make loaves.” Then running to the cattle no bribes against the innocent. / Such a

Abraham tock a fine and tender calf and gave will stand firm for ever R.

it to the servant, who hurried to prepare it
Then taking cream, milk and the calf he had

prepared, he laid all before them, and they ate A reading from the letter of St Paul to the

while he remained standing near them under = (Cglossians

the tree.

fail and your wife will then have a son.’
B The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM Ps 14:2.5. R.w. 1

R. The just will live in the presence of the
Lord.

1. Lord, who shall dwell on your holy
mountain? / He who walks without fault; / he
who acts with justice / and speaks the truth
from his heart; / he who does not slander with
his tongue. R.

casts no slur on his neighbour, / who holds the
godless in disdain, / but honours those who
tear the Lord. R.

20 Juwy 2025

SECOND READING Col 1:24-28

. The mystery hidden for centuries has now been

“Where is your wife Sarah?’ they asked him.

! revealed te his saints.

“She is in the tent’, he replied. Then his guest It makes me happy to suffer for you, as I am

said, T shall visit you again next year without suffering now, and in my bedy to do what I can
to make up all that has still to be undergone
. by Chnst for the sake of his body, the Church.
- I became the servant of the Church when
. God made me responsible for delivering God's
message to you, the message which was a
mystery hidden for generations and centuries
. and has now been revealed to his saints. It was
God’s purpose to reveal it to them and to show
- all the rich glory of this mystery to pagans. The
mystery is Christ among you, vour hope of
glory: this is the Christ we proclaim, this is the
2. He who does no wrong to his brother, / who
- and instruct everyone, to make them all perfect
- in Christ.

. B The word of the Loxd.

wisdom in which we thoroughly train everyone
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REFLECTION: Boldness. It takes
great boldness to be a great sinner
or a great saint. Most people prefer
to sit somewhere in-between in a
world of small sins. As Jesus
gathered with his disciples before his
passion, we see two extreme
positions taken by two of the
disciples. The Beloved disciple who
we assume to be John who is leaning
against the chest of Jesus in an
intimate trust. On the other side is
Judas who decides to betray Jesus,
butin-between these two figures are
the other apostles who sit in silence.
We do not know what they are
thinking at the time. Some of them
may have had the same doubts as
Judas or the same trust and devotion
as John. But none of them had the
courage and boldness to act on what
was in their heart. The other ten did
not betray Jesus, but they did run
away instead of going to the cross
with our Lord. We could say that this
is a reflection of the whole Church.
There are a very small number of
people who rebel against Christ in
the same way that there are very
few who challenge to become saints.
Most of us live in this ‘in-between’
space. We may have the desire to
follow Jesus to the cross but in our
fear, we end up following everyone
else, staying in the safe place, in our
cowardness. Perhaps this is what
Jesus says that the tax collector and
sinners are the first to enter the
Kingdom. They had the baldness to
go against the crowd and sin in a big
way. So, once they encountered

Christ, they were able to turn that
same boldness towards holiness. We
need to look deeply at the image of
Christ upon the cross with only one
of his disciples standing with him.
Out of the twelve in the story who do
you want to be?

CONSIDERATION OF (f
OTHERS: Dear
Parishioners, | am
very appreciative of
the consideration that
you have for each other, care for
your church and parish assets. Alas,
it has been brought to my attention
that on a consistent regularity, a
party or parties are taking full rolls of
toiletry paper from the church
facilities. This of course is at the great
inconvenience to others who are in
true need of the use of the facility. |
ask that those responsible desist
(STOP) immediately from such
activity. If those responsible are in
need of assistance in obtaining such
domestic goods and food hampers, |
encourage them to contact the local
St Vincent de Paul Conference who
can assist in such matters with the
utmost sensitivity. Fr Michael.

CHURCH GROUNDS: Volunteers are
sought to assist in the general tidying
up of the church grounds on a
weekly basis. What is desired for
hour a week from the volunteer. If
you are able to assist, please contact
the Parish Office. Many hands make
light work. Thank you. Fr Michael
and Colin Pass.
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LOST ITEMS: The following items
have been lost on Sunday 22 June
2025 at the 9am First Holy
Communion Mass. Male Adult Blue
Jacket and a Set of Three Colourful
Keys. If you have picked up the jacket
or the keys in error, please return to
the Parish Office and we shall pass it
on to the owners Thank you.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Jesus you
are the Good Shepherd who is
always mindful of your Church.
Watch over those who are Baptised
in your name and grant peace and
harmony to all families. We ask you
to choose from the families of our
Parish many priests, deacons, sisters
and brothers who will gladly spend
their lives making you known and
loved. Amen.

VOCATIONS OFFICE: The Perth
Vocations Office is hosting a
discernment retreat for men aged
18+ on 18-20th July 2025 at St
Charles Seminary in Guildford. If
there are men in your parish who
you think are or would consider a
priestly vocation, please encourage
them to register by using the
TryBooking link:
https://www.trybooking.com/event
s/landing/1395828.

COVID and INFLUENZA: Covid and
Influenza has reared its head again in
our parish. If you are unwell, please
stay home until you are recovered.

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK
PARISHIONERS: The Sick List is posted
on the board in the church foyer.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS

AUSTRALIAN LEADING LOCK SERVICE
Mark Berkovic 0408 404 048
mls@dammot.com.au

AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE
For more information, please contact Judy
0448 205 283

UNITED PEST CONTROL
PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163
0433 995 688

RICH HARVEST
Religious Products
Mon to Fri 10.30am —6pm
Sat 10.30am —3pm
39 Hulme Court, Myaree
9329 9889 or www.rich7harvest.com.au

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Meet every Monday, except for public
holidays, between 7 to 8pm in the first

meeting room to the left of the Church. New
members are always welcome. Please contact

lan (President) on 0428 121 152 for more
information.

BOWRA & O’DEA FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Because the little things are everything.
312 South Street, Hilton
9239 7744 or www.bowraodea.com.au

MASS TIMES WEEKENDS: Saturday
Vigil 6pm, Sunday 7.30am & 9am.

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS: Tuesday
9am, Wednesday 9am, Thursday
9am, Friday 9am & Saturday 9am.

RECONCILIATION - Saturday’s: 9.30-
10am and 5.15-5.45pm or by
appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
9.30-10.30am.

Friday

HOLY TRINITY CHARISMATIC PRAYER
GROUP: Prayer meetings are on every
Monday night 7-9pm except public
holidays.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: See, | have
God for my help. The Lord sustains my
soul. | will sacrifice to you with willing
heart, and praise your name, O Lord,
foritis good.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Behold, |
stand at the door and knock, says the
Lord. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door to me, | will enter his
house and dine with him, and he with
me.

THANK YOU, JOE! Joe De Ornelas, due
to health reasons has reluctantly
decided to hang up his ‘boots’ from
the ministry of Acolyte. We
acknowledge his great love for the
service at the altar and his pastoral
care of the aged. We again sincerely
thank you for your devotedness to
service. Fr Michael and Parishioners of
Hilton Parish.

NATIONAL VOCATIONS AWARENESS
WEEK: National Vocations Awareness
Week, Sunday 3 to Sunday 10 August
2025 is an Australian-wide
opportunity to broadcast and promote
vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated life within our
Archdiocese of Perth. As Pope Leo XIV
said in May 2025 when he visited the
tomb of St Paul in Rome, “At the root
of every vocation, God is present — in
His mercy and His goodness ... our life
originates as part of a loving plan of
God.” The Holy Father’s message
invites us to reflect that every vocation
is about an encounter with Christ who
calls all people to Himself.

2025 MARRIAGE DAY MASS: All
couples celebrating a milestone
anniversary—20, 25, 30, 40, 50, 60, or
even 70 years—are warmly invited,
along with your families, to join us for
this year’s Marriage Day Mass at St
Mary’s Cathedral, Perth on Saturday
16 August 2025 at 10-1lam.
Commencing with Mass, followed by
Morning Tea in the Cathedral Parish
Hall. Come celebrate the gift of
marriage with a special Mass, followed
by a special morning tea. Each couple

will receive a commemorative
certificate to mark this special
occasion. Register at

https://www.trybooking.com/DCFPY.
Please note registrations close on 1
August 2025. We look forward to
celebrating with you!
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MY OFFERING TO GOD - MY
SUPPORT OF My PARISH:
Parishioners, who are on the Planned
Envelope Giving scheme your box of
new envelopes are presently in the
foyer of the church ready for
collection. If you are a Parishioner
wishing to join the planned giving
scheme either by the use of physical
weekly envelope or by electronic
Direct Debit arrangement,
Registration Forms are available from
the document holder situated on the
bench in the foyer. Upon completion it
is requested that the form be returned
to the Parish Office. All details are kept
strictly confidential. Thank you. Parish
Finance Committee.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 19 July to Friday 25 July
2025

Saturday 19 July

9am Mass: Joe De Sousa (Intentions)
6pm Mass: Maria Kalat (RIP)
Sunday 20 July

7.30am Mass: Thanksgiving

9am Mass: For the People
Monday 21 July

10am Funeral Mass: Teresa Ferfolja
1.15pm Rosary for Maria Coppola
1.45pm Funeral for Maria Coppola
Tuesday 22 July

9am Mass: Thanksgiving
Wednesday 23 July

9am Mass: Margarita Cucevic
(Anniversary)

Thursday 24 July

9am Mass: Martin De Sousa
(Intentions)

Friday 25 July

9am Mass: John Randall (RIP)
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Lk 8:15
Alleluia, alleluia! Happv are thev who

have kept the word with a generous heart,
and vield a harvest through perseverance.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 10:35-42

A reading from the holv Gospel according
to Lulke.

Martha took wp the duties in the house. Mary chose
the better part.

Jesus came to a village, and a woman named
Martha welcomed him into her house. She had
a sister called Mary, who sat down at the Lord's
feet and listened to him speaking. Now Martha
who was distracted with all the serving said,
‘Lord, do wou not care that my sister is leaving
me to do the serving all by myself? Flease
tell her to help me.” But the Lord answered:
‘Martha, Martha,” he said "vou worry and fret
about so many things, and vet few are needed,
indeed only one. It is Mary who has chosen the
better part; it is not to be taken from her’

B The Gospel of the Lord.
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Bri?aking Open
“Wor

A GOOD PART

Today’s storyseemsto affirm the contemplative
life (symbolised by Mary sitting at Jesus’
feet and listening to him) over the active life
(represented by a precccupied Martha). This
classic interpretation sets the two women at
odds with each other However, placed in the
context of Luke's missionary and ministry-
concerned world, something else is going
on. The scene is set in Martha's house. She
is the leader of the house and, conceivably,
the representative in [uke’s household Jesus-
gatherings.

The issue that concerns Mary and Luke’s
audience, is not helped by our English
translation. Three translation corrections
are nmecessary (l) Martha being "distracted
with all the serving...” is better translated as
Martha being ‘taken up with much ministry
(Greek, digkonia) ...." (2) Martha's question
to Jesus, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister
is leaving me to do the serving all by myself?’
is better translated, Lord, do you not care
that my sister has left me alone to minister
(Greek, diakomein)?’ (3) Rather than Jesus
saying to Martha that Marv ‘has chosen the
better part...” the Greek has Jesus saying that
Mary ‘has chosen a good part’. Interpretations
(1} and (2) suggest that a real concemn
surfacing in Luke's world is about ministry.
Interpretation (3) indicates that there is no
competition between Mary and Martha.

Both actions, Martha's diakonial concerns and
Mary’s focus on Jesus’ word, are important,
the second not to be devalued. It is "a good
part’. These same issues preoccupy us: a
concern about future ministry while focussing

on Jesus’ word.

Fr Michael Trainor
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