OUR LADY of MT CARMEL PARISH BULLETIN
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{ THE SAVING WORD

TWENTIETH SunpDay 1IN OrDiNary Time / C

FIRST READING Jer 38:4-6, 8-10
A rcading from the prophet Jeremiah

You bore me to be a man of serife for the whole world.
The king’s leading men spoke to the king. ‘Let
Jeremiah be put to death: he is unquestionably
disheartening the remaining soldiers in the city,
and all the people too, by talking like this. The
fellow does not hawve the welfare of this people
at heart so much as its ruin.” “He is in vour
hands as you know,” King Zedekiah answered
‘for the king is powerless against you." So they
took Jeremiah and threw him into the well of
Prince Malchiah in the Court of the Guard,
letting him down with ropes. There was no
water in the well, only mud, and into the mud
Jeremiah sank.

Ebed-melech came ocut from the palace and
spoke to the king, ‘Mylord king,” he said “these
men have done a wicked thing by treating the
prophet Jeremiah like this: they have thrown
him into the well where he will die.” At this
the king gave Ebed-melech the Cushite the
following order: “Take three men with you
from here and pull Jeremiah out of the well
before he dies’

B The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM
E. Lord. come to my aid!

1. I waited, I waited for the Lord / and he
stooped down to me; / he heard my cry. K.

2. He drew me from the deadly pit, / from the

miry clay. / He set my feet upon a rock / and
made my footsteps irm. K.

Ps319:2-4 18. R.v. 14

3. He put a new song into my mouth, / praise
of our God. / Many shall see and fear/ and
shall trust in the Lord. R.

4. As for me, wretched and poor, / the Lord
thinks of me. / You are my rescuer, my help, /
O God, do not delay. R.

17 Avcust 2025

SECOND READING

Hely 12:1-4
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews

Let us bear patiently the struggle placed wpon us.
With 50 many witnesses in a great cloud on
every side of us, we too, then, should throw off
everything that hinders us, especially the sin
that clings so easily, and keep running steadily
in the race we have started. Let us not lose
sight of Jesus, who leads us in our faith and
brings it to perfection: for the sake of the joy
which was still in the future, he endured the
cross, disregarding the shamefulness of it, and
from now on has taken his place at the right
of God's throne. Think of the way he stood
such opposition from sinners and then you
will not give up for want of courage. In the
fight against sin, you have not yet had to keep
fighting to the point of death.

B The word of the Lord.
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REFLECTION: Stop Grinding
Start Growing. There are two
different ways of viewing
holiness. Most Christians seem
to view holiness as a level of
perfection that none of us can
ever reach. Trying to reach this
level of virtue can sometimes
feel like trying to jump a tall
building in one giant leap. As a
result, we either grind away at

our faith journey trying
desperately to being perfect and
then feeling bad about

ourselves the whole time. Or we
end up pretending, choosing the
easy option of looking virtuous
and hiding our faults. The
second view of holiness is much
closer to the truth. Our spiritual
development just like when a
child learns to walk by falling
over repeatedly. Once the child
can walk it learns to run by
tripping over repeatedly. The

process is one of gradual
development and learning
through failure. The child

eventually becomes an adult
because they learn from their
mistakes. The spiritual life is
meant to be the same thing. The
simple fact is despite our best
efforts we will fall, and we will

fall into sin. If we beat ourselves

up each time, we fail to reach

perfection then we will never
advance. If we go through life,
simply grinding away at the
same things and never taking
the time to look at our failures
then we will never grow. Our
failures in life of virtues are
actually a blessing because they
reveal things to us that we
would never be able to know
otherwise. Each time we fail we
have the opportunity to grow
deeper into our knowledge of
our own weakness and of God’s

mercy.
PATER NOSTER CATHOLIC
CHURCH - MYAREE - MASSIVE
BOOK FAIR: Pater Noster

Catholic Church, Cnr Marmion

and Evershed Streets, Myaree
will be having a Massive Book
Fair as follows, Saturday 30

August 2025 from 9am to 4pm
and Sunday from 9am to 3pm.
Books just $2.00 each and

EFTPOS available. Tea, coffee

and snacks available gold coin
donation. For more information:
Ann
sacraments@paternostermyare

€.org.au.
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Chew

SACRIFICE OF THE HOLY MASS:
A JOURNEY THROUGH A
LITURGY AND SACRAMENT.
Thursdays, 4 - 25 September
2025, 7.30pm to 8.30pm (4
Sessions), Canning Vale Parish,
151 Ambherst Road, Canning
Vale. Deepen your
understanding of the history of
the Mass, explore why we do
what we do during the Mass,
and reflect on how the
sacrament of the Eucharist —
described by the Catechism as
"the source and summit" of the
Christian life (1324-1327) - can
be lived in a way that shapes our
daily lives. Suggested Donation:
$20.00. Presenter, Dr Carmel
Suart. For more information or
to register, email
cfe@perthcatholic.org.au, or
call 08 9278 0261.

COVID and INFLUENZA: Covid
and Influenza has reared its
head again in our parish. If you
are unwell, please stay home
until you are recovered.

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK
PARISHIONERS: The Sick List is
posted on the board in the
church foyer.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS

AUSTRALIAN LEADING LOCK
SERVICE
Mark Berkovic 0408 404 048
mls@dammot.com.au

AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE
For more information, please contact
Judy 0448 205 283

UNITED PEST CONTROL
PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163
0433 995 688

RICH HARVEST
Religious Products
Mon to Fri 10.30am — 6pm
Sat 10.30am —3pm
39 Hulme Court, Myaree
9329 9889 or
www.rich7harvest.com.au

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Meet every Monday, except for public
holidays, between 7 to 8pm in the
first meeting room to the left of the
Church. New members are always
welcome. Please contact Eddie Mizera
(President) on 0436 863 365 for more
information.

BOWRA & O’'DEA FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
Because the little things are
everything.

312 South Street, Hilton
9239 7744 or
www.bowraodea.com.au

MASS TIMES WEEKENDS:
Saturday Vigil 6pm, Sunday
7.30am & 9am.

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS:

Tuesday 9am, Wednesday 9am,
Thursday 9am, Friday 9am &
Saturday 9am.

RECONCILIATION - Saturday’s:
9.30-10am and 5.15-5.45pm or
by appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Friday 9.30 — 10.30am.

HOLY TRINITY CHARISMATIC
PRAYER GROUP: Prayer
meetings are on every Monday
night 7-9pm except public
holidays.

Pilgrimage walks from Subiaco
ending in New Norcia. Scheduled
for Sunday 24 to Sunday 31 August
and Sunday 7 September to
Sunday 15 September. The Camino
Salvado is a pilgrimage conducted
by St Joseph’s Parish Subiaco,
following the tradition of the
famous Spanish Camino de
Santiago from Subiaco to New
Norcia. The pilgrimage attracts
Christians and non-Christians of all
ages, who participate in this
Australian Camino. For more
information and registration please
visit www.caminosalvado.com.

MY OFFERING TO GOD - MY
SUPPORT OF MY PARISH: If you are
a Parishioner wishing to join the
planned giving scheme either by

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Turn your
eyes, O God, our shield; and look
on the face of your anointed one;

the wuse of physical weekly
envelope or by electronic Direct
Debit, Registration Forms are
available from the document

one day within your courts is better

than a thousand elsewhere.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: | am
the living bread that came down
from heaven, says the Lord.

Whoever eats of this bread will live

forever

ANNUAL ST JOSEPH’S CAMINO
SALVADO PILGRIMAGE 2025: The
annual St Joseph’s Camino Salvado

holder on the table in the foyer.
Upon completion, please return
the form to the Parish Office. All
details are kept strictly
confidential. Thank you. Parish
Finance Committee.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Jesus
you are the Good Shepherd who is
always mindful of your Church.
Watch over those who are Baptised
in your name and grant peace and
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harmony to all families. We ask you
to choose from the families of our
Parish many priests, deacons,
sisters and brothers who will gladly
spend their lives making you
known and loved. Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 16 August to Friday 22
August 2025

Saturday 16 August

9am Mass: Marie (Intentions)
6pm Mass: John Lynch (25t
Anniversary)

Sunday 17 August

7.30am Mass: For the People
9am Mass: Peter Panizza (3™
Anniversary), Loredana Panizza (1%
Month Anniversary), Pietro
Rovedatti (2" Month Anniversary)
Tuesday 19 August

8am Mass: Charles Smith
(Intentions)

9.45am Funeral for Consiglia
Ferretti at Christ the King Church
Wednesday 20 August

9.30am Funeral Mass: Helen
Zorancic

Thursday 21 August

9am Mass: Piera West (Intentions)
Friday 22 August — The Queenship
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

9am Mass: Tonko & Kata Siketa
(RIP)

10.30am Mass: Hilton Park Aged
Care
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION In 10:27
Alleluia, alleluial
My sheep listen to myv voice, savs the Lord:

I ko them, and the’p' follow me.
Allelwial

GOSPEL Lk 12:49-53
A reading from the holy Gospel according

to Luke.

I have come not to give peace, but discord.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘I have come to bring
fire to the earth, and how I wish it were blazing
already! There is a baptism I must still receive,
and how great is my distress till it is over!

‘Do vou suppose that I am here to bring
peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather
division. For from now on a household of
five will be divided: three against two and
two against three; the father divided against
the son, son against father, mother against

daughter, daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law
against mother-in-law.’

B The Gospel of the Lord.
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BAPTISMAL COMMITMENT

Cwer these Sundays we continue to steep
ourselves in Luke’s journey teaching. Ower
Chapters 9 to 19, Luke offers readers teaching
about discipleship and fidelity amid the
struggles that they experience in their Greco-
Roman world. One of them is the struggle
to live out authentic discipleship as Jesus’
followers when the temptation is otherwise.

In today's Gospel, Jesus offers this late
first century audience a sobering reminder.
Faithful discipleship is not easy. It will come
at a cost and struggle. It will touch the very
heart of life. Jesus locks towards his passion.
This is the ‘baptism’ that he will undergo. But
the very mention of “baptism’ in the Gospel’s
opening words reminds listeners that their
baptism connects them to Jesus. They, too,
will suffer — not because this is God's intent
or ‘will' (which some even today think} -
but because of the very nature of the life of
discipleship lived within the particular social
and cultural context of their world.

Baptismal commitment does not, then, equal
tranquillity and a life of ease. These matters
have already been reflected upon over the last
few Sundays. For some, the struggle to remain
true to one's baptismal commitment will
affect even core relationships. This is seen in
the divisions experienced in Luke's day within
households. The shocking nature of Jesus’
words would be felt by Gospel listeners. The
family household and its internal relationship
were the building blocks for a secure society
with the Greek (and Jewish) world. Baptismal
fidelity to Jesus will at times be a struggle and
may even cause family division and conflict.

Fr Michael Trainer
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