OUR LADY of MT CARMEL PARISH BULLETIN
22nd Sunday Ordinary - 31 August 2025 - Year C

THE SAVING WORD

TwenTY-SEcoND SuNDaY IN OrDINARY Time / C

FIRST READING Sir 3:17-20, 28-29
A rcnding from the book of Sirach

Humble pourself and you will find favour with the

Lord.

My son, be gentle in canrying out your
business,

and you will be better loved than a lavish
FIver.

The greater you are, the more you should
behave humbly,

and then you will find favour with the Lord;

for great though the power of the Lord is,

he accepts the homage of the humble.

There is no cure for the proud man’s malady,

since an evil growth has taken root in him.

The heart of a sensible man will reflect on
parables,

an attentive ear is the mge's dream.

B The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 67:4-7, 10-11. R cf. w. 11

E. God. in vour gmdness. vou have made
a home for the poor.

1. The just shall rejoice at the presence of
Gaod, / they shall exult and dance for joy. /

O sing to the Lord, make music to his name; /
rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence. E.

2. Father of the orphan, defender of the
widow, / such is God in his holy place. / God
gives the lonely a home to live in; / he leads
the prisoners forth into freedom. R.

3. You poured down, O God, a generous

rain: / when your people were starved you gave
them new life. / It was there that your people
found a home, / prepared in your goodness,

O God, for the poor. R.
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ON

SECOND READING Heb 12:18-19, 22-24
A rcading from the Icticr to the Hebrows

You have come to Mount Zion and to the dty of the
living God.

What you have come to is nothing known to
the senses: not a blazing fire, or a gloom turning
to total darkness, or a storm; or trumpeting
thunder or the great voice speaking which made
everyone that heard it beg that no more should
be said to them. But what you have come to
is Mount Zion and the city of the living God,
the heavenly Jerusalem where the millions of
angels have gathered for the festival, with the
whole Church in which everyone is a “first-bom
son’ and a citizen of heaven. You have come
to God himself, the supreme Judge, and been
placed with spirits of the saints who have been
made perfect; and to Jesus, the mediator who
brings a new covenant.

B The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. alleluia!

Take my voke upon you:
leam from me. for I am gentle and lowly in
heart.

Alleluia!

sET1T1:29
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REFLECTION: God of Detail. | was
watching a documentary about St
Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican.
The presenter and the producers’
cameras walked us through the
structure. As a viewer one could
not but be only challenged by its
architecture. To consider the vast
number of winding corridors, its
countless staircases and steps to
be manoeuvred. The Sistine
chapel one could not be but in
awe of the works of the master
artists such as Michaelangelo and
others and their faithful
apprentices — the colours,
shapes, figures, the portrayed
subjects. If one was physically
there again one could not be but
wanting to look up to gaze in
marvel of all these notable works.
At the same time, one could be
missing something that which the
artists had wanted to be seen.
Consider Michaelangelo’s work in
the Sistine, the ceiling is a
staggering twenty-one metres
from the viewer, all too far for
one to fully appreciate the art
subject.  Michaelangelo  had
worked up-close on scaffolding in
the years for him to fill that giant
canvas. He had laboured over
details that no one would ever
see. We sometimes forget that
we have a God of detail. A God
that does not interact with us

from a distance. He is Emmanuel,
God is with us! Our God is close
enough that he sees the details
that others cannot see, the joy,
the pain, the hurt. When we hear
Jesus’ story of the lost sheep you
know the shepherd has one
hundred sheep and one gets lost,
so he leaves the ninety-nine to
find the lost sheep. When we
hear this, we are tempted to think
how it applies to everyone else —
| am one of the ninety-nine.
Great! Jesus finds the lost sheep.
The truth is though each has a
part of us that is the lost sheep. A
part of the canvas that most but
God does not because he cares
about the detail. Jesus’ invitation
to us is to allow Him to get close
to us. To cross that great divide
between strangers and enter
mercy and to defend that which is
lost and hurting in us and bring it
home. His desire is to be fully his
now and forever. This week
which part of us requires saving?
Which part of us is God trying to
bring home?

THANK YOU FROM CATHOLIC
MISSION: The amount donated
by the Hilton Parish for the 2025
Catholic Mission appeal was
$931. Thank vyou for your
generous response. The amount
raised will go towards helping our
missionaries in Zambia to help

vulnerable women overcome
poverty and to give birth safely. If
you are interested in supporting
the work of Catholic Mission in
other ways like volunteering,
bequeathing, or holding events,
etc. please contact Francis Leong
on 6234 1760 or at
fleong@catholicmission.org.au.

2026 COLUMBAN CALENDARS: If
you wish to purchase a 2026
Columban Calendar, please write
your name and phone number on
the list in the foyer and give
payment of $10 to the Parish
Office. Thank You.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Father,
Your Son Jesus said: “The harvest
is rich, but the labourers are few,
so ask the Lord of the Harvest to
send labourers into His harvest.”
We all rejoice in the call of our
Baptism to be workers in your
vineyard. Continue to enrich your
people with generous Priests and
Religious. Help us to grow in your
service in our own vocation, be it
Married, Single, Religious or
Priest. And let us support each
other lovingly. Amen.

COVID and INFLUENZA: Covid
and Influenza has reared its head
again in our parish. If you are
unwell, please stay home until
you are recovered.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS

AUSTRALIAN LEADING LOCK
SERVICE
Mark Berkovic 0408 404 048
mls@dammot.com.au

AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE
For more information, please contact
Judy 0448 205 283

UNITED PEST CONTROL
PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163
0433 995 688

RICH HARVEST
Religious Products
Mon to Fri 10.30am — 6pm
Sat 10.30am —3pm
39 Hulme Court, Myaree
9329 9889 or
www.rich7harvest.com.au

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Meet every Monday, except for public
holidays, between 7 to 8pm in the
first meeting room to the left of the
Church. New members are always
welcome. Please contact Eddie Mizera
(President) on 0436 863 365 for more
information.

BOWRA & O’'DEA FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
Because the little things are
everything.

312 South Street, Hilton
9239 7744 or
www.bowraodea.com.au

MASS TIMES WEEKENDS:
Saturday Vigil 6pm, Sunday
7.30am & 9am.

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS:

Tuesday 9am, Wednesday 9am,
Thursday 9am, Friday 9am &
Saturday 9am.

RECONCILIATION - Saturday’s:
9.30-10am and 5.15-5.45pm or
by appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Friday 9.30 — 10.30am.

HOLY TRINITY CHARISMATIC
PRAYER GROUP: Prayer
meetings are on every Monday

MY OFFERING TO GOD - MY
SUPPORT OF MY PARISH: If you are
a Parishioner wishing to join the
planned giving scheme either by
the wuse of physical weekly
envelope or by electronic Direct
Debit, Registration Forms are
available from the document
holder on the table in the foyer.
Upon completion, please return
the form to the Parish Office. All
details are kept strictly
confidential. Thank you. Parish
Finance Committee.

SACRIFICE OF THE HOLY MASS: A
JOURNEY THROUGH A LITURGY
AND SACRAMENT. Thursdays, 4 - 25
September 2025, 7.30pm to

night 7-9pm except public 8.30pm (4 Sessions), Canning Vale
holidays. Parish, 151 Amherst Road, Canning
Vale. Deepen your understanding

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Have of the history of the Mass, explore

mercy on me, O Lord, for | cry to
you all day long. O Lord, you are
good and forgiving, full of mercy to

all who call to you.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: How
great is the goodness, Lord, that

you keep for those who fear you.

why we do what we do during the
Mass, and reflect on how the
sacrament of the Eucharist -
described by the Catechism as "the
source and summit" of the
Christian life (1324-1327) - can be
lived in a way that shapes our daily
lives. Suggested Donation: $20.00.
Presenter, Dr Carmel Suart. For
more information or to register,
email cfe@perthcatholic.org.au, or
call 08 9278 0261.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 30 August to Saturday 6
September 2025

Saturday 30 August

9am Mass: Fr Jerome Watt (RIP)
6pm Mass: Peter Parish
(Anniversary)

Sunday 31 August

7.30am Mass: Annie & John Walsh
(Anniversary)

9am Mass: Nunzio D’Arrigo (25
Anniversary)

Tuesday 2 September

8.30am Mass: Catherine Azzarro
(Anniversary)

10.30am Funeral Mass: Jose De
Jesus Goncalves

Wednesday 3 September — Year
4’s Attending

9am Mass: Fr Jerome Watt (RIP)
Thursday 4 September

9am Mass: Catarina (Intentions)
Friday 5 September — Anointing
Mass

9am Mass: Salvatore Pirri
(Anniversary)

Saturday 4 September

9am Mass: Angelo Bertone (2"
Anniversary), Nina Bertone (RIP &
80t Birthday) and Family
Members Living & Deceased

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK
PARISHIONERS: Refer to the poster
of the Sick List in the church foyer.
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GOSPEL Lk 14:1, 7-14
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.

All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all
who humble themselves shall be evalted.

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal
to the house of one of the leading Pharisees;
and they watched him closely. He then told the
guests a parable, because he had noticed how
they picked the places of honour. He said this,
‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast,
do not take your seat in the place of honour. A
more distinguished person than you may have
been invited, and the person who invited you
both may come and say, “Give up your place to
this man.” And then, to your embarrassment,
vou would have to go and take the lowest place.
No; when you are a guest, make your way to
the lowest place and sit there, so that, when
vour host comes, he may say, “My friend, move
up higher.” In that way, everyone with you at
the table will see you honoured. For everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, and the
man who humbles himself will be exalted.’

Then he said to his host, “When you give
a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your friends,
brothers, relations or rich neighbours, for fear
they repay your courtesy by inviting you in
return. No; when you have a party, invite the
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; that
they cannot pay you back means that you are
fortunate, because repayment will be made to
vou when the virtuous rise again.’

The Gospel of the Loxd.
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Brl?aking Open
“Wor

MEAL-TEACHINGS

Today's opening Gospel verse sets the scene
for what will unfold. It is a Sabbath, a day of
rest when Israelites emulate the action of God
in the creation story in Genesis 1. A meal now
provides this for Jesus. What follows is in two
parts.

The first is an analysis of social structure and
hierarchy in Luke's day. Jesus notices how
some presume to sit in the places of honour.
They presume entitlement We are in a
world where one of the most important social
dynamics concerns the importance of “*honour’
and ‘shame.” Honour is a publicly recognised
value by which people are confirmed or grow
in their social standing; shame is its antithesis.
Honour is a limited commodity which is either
inherited or acquired. Those who ‘shame’
another grow in honour. Luke’s Jesus uses this
social dymamic to reflect on self-exaltation and
humility: “Those who exalt themselves will be
humbled and those who humble themselves
will be exalted’.

The second part of today's Gospel further
explores what happens at meals. The commen
expectation would be to host a meal with one’s
friends and people of similar social standing.
Jesus upends such meal etiquette. Rather
than inviting social equals he encourages meal
invitees to be the poor and those from the
lower echelons. Payment for such graciousness
will occur in the time of resumection. These
meal-teachings from Luke’s day, of humility
and welcoming of the poor, continue to speak
to us today.

Fr Michael Trainor
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