SECOND SuMDAaY OF ADVENT [ A

FIRST READING

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
He judges the poor with justice.

A shoot springz from the stock of Jesse, a
scion thrustz from his roots: on him the spirit
of the Lord rests, a spirit of wisdom and
insight, a spirit of counszel and power, a spirit
of lmowledge and of the fear of the Lord. (The
fear of the Lord iz hiz breath.) He does not
judge by appearances, he gives no verdict on
hearzay, but judges the wretched with integrity;
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor
of the land.

His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless; his
zentences bring death to the wicked. Integrity
iz the loincloth round his waist, faithfulness the
belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb, the panther
lies down with the lkdid, calf and lion cub feed
together with a little boy to lead them. The
cow and the bear make friends, their young lie
dowm together The lion eats straw like the o
The infant plays over the cobra’s heole; into the
viper 'z lair the young child puts his hand. They
do no hurt, no harm, on all my hq:-l'_',r mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters swell the sea.

That day; the root of Jesse shall stand as signal
to the peoples. It will be mught out ]::}f the

nations and itz home will ke g].uriﬂus-
N The word of the Lord.

Isa 11:1-10

RESP PS Ps71:1-2, 7-8, 1213, 17.R. cf. v. 7
K. Tustice shall flourish in his time.

and fullness of peace for ever.

1. O Ged, give your judgement to the king, /
to a ling’s son your justice, / that he

judge }fc:-gur peni in]juatiﬂe {/ and }fcuT;F-ﬂcr in
right judgement. EK.

2. In his days justice shall flourish / and

peace till the moon fails. / He shall rule from
zea to sea, / from the Great River to earth’s
bounds. K.

3. For he shall save the poor when they cry /
and the needy who are helplessz_ / He will have
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pity on the weal /[ and zave the lives of the
poor. R.

4. May hiz name be bleszed for ever / and
endure like the sun. / Every tribe shsll be
blezzed in him, / all nations bless his name. K.

SECOND READING Rom 15:4-9
A reading from the letter of 5t Paul to the

Romans
Christ, the hope of all people.
Everything that was written long ago in the
scriptures was mesnt to teach uz something
about hope from the examples scripture gives of
how people who did not give up were helped by
God. And may he who helps us when we refuze
to give up, help you all to be tolerant with each
other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so
that united in mind and voice you may give glory
to the God and Father of cur Lord Jesus Christ.
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you
to treat each other in the same friendly way as
Christ treated you. The reason Christ became
the servant of circumcized Jews was not only
zo that God could faithfully carry out the
promisez made to the patriarchs, it wasz also
to get the pagans to give glory to God for his
mercy, as scripture says in one place: For this
I shall praise you among the pagans and zing
Wour name.
B The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 3:4, &
Alleluia, alleluia! / Prepare the way of the

. Lord, make straight his paths: all pecoplc
- shall see the salvation of God. / Alleluia!
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Parish Priest: Fr Michael Separovich

Address: 82 Collick Street, Hilton, WA, 6163

Phone: (08) 9314 7733

Email: sec.hilton@perthcatholic.org.au

Website: http://www.olmchilton.org.au/parish-bulletin/

Safeguarding Officer: Brigette Liddelow 0432 908 980
Avila Retirement Village Secretary: Judy Rowlands 0448 205 283

OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 9am —3pm

Thursday: 9am — 12.30pm

OLMC Primary School Principal: Jayson Peacock 9269 2000
OLMC Primary School RE: Tracey Marsden
Seton Catholic College Website: http://www.seton.wa.edu.au

MINISTRY TEAM
Parish Secretary: Tereza Camacho

REFLECTION: 2" Sunday Advent.
Today John the Baptist enters the
Advent liturgy. He is considered the
last of the Old Testament prophets
and the bridge between the Old and
the New. Prophets were often
considered the ‘shadowy’ and
frightening figures who belong to the
past world. We know from our
Catechism that at our Baptism and
Confirmation, in imitation of Christ we
are appointed as ‘priests, prophets
and kings’. Perhaps we have never
properly understood these roles —
especially that of prophet. Most
visibly we are prophets. We announce
by our very way of life the existence of
another kingdom to which our earthly
one must give way to. St Luke
introduces John in his Gospel; he
situates his ministry historically as we
read ‘In the fifteenth year of Tiberius
Caesar’s reign when Pontius Pilate
was governor of Judea ..." Like John we
exist in a different moment of history
and like him in a fractured society. We
live in the midst of two worlds, two
different orders of reality: that of
Caesar’s and that of God. They are not
mutually exclusive of course we
remember Jesus to say, ‘Render to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God'’s’.
St Luke highlighting the religious
situation: David’s kingdom lay broken;
God had been silent. Had God
forgotten his promise to his people?
God seemed to have abandoned
them. There were no longer any
prophets. But God had NOT forgotten
them, it was Israel that had forgotten
God. God’s time is not always our
time. John’s message which is also for

us ‘The kingdom of heaven is close at
hand’. As God chose John for his time,
so He has chosen you and me for our
own time. Prophecy means bringing
the word of God into the daily affairs
of our world. It is an affirmation of
divine values in secular affairs. It
speaks and acts for justice, truth,
freedom and love in temporal
matters. The result is peace — the
divine promise. To be a prophet in the
modern world does not necessarily
mean standing on a soapbox. For
some it will mean public figures to
inspire and to call for justice. For most
it will involve just the daily grind —
parents bringing up their children in
love and knowledge of God. Co-
workers and those in essential
services upholding the dignity of those
they serve. Children and young people
being open and obedient to authority.
The aged to share their wisdom with
the young as their seasons of life
changes in pace. He has chosen us for
this our time. Trust in the Lord.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Father, Your
Son Jesus said: “The harvest is rich,
but the labourers are few, so ask the
Lord of the Harvest to send labourers
into His harvest.” We all rejoice in the
call of our Baptism to be workers in
your vineyard. Continue to enrich your
people with generous Priests and
Religious. Help us to grow in your
service in our own vocation, be it
Married, Single, Religious or Priest.
And let us support each other lovingly.
Amen.

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK
PARISHIONERS: Refer to the poster of
the Sick List in the church foyer.

CHRISTMAS HAMPER APPEAL: We
thank the parishioners of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel parish who have
returned their single person’ hampers
early, and at the same time we put out
a gentle reminder to those who are
still compiling theirs to have them in
by the end of November please. We
have been overwhelmed with the
initial success and achieving the goal
of every single and homeless person
receiving a hamper is favourable. Our
hamper appeal at Christ The King,
Beaconsfield, takes place this
weekend. Christmas, for the people
we serve, will be a happy and joyful
one, and they will be aware that there
are people out there who care. Thank
you again for your generosity... God
bless you all. lan Digney, member of
SVDP Hilton. 0428 121 152.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL: Christmas cards
are now on sale in the church foyer for
$3.50 per pack or 2 packs for $5.00.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS MASS: Dear
Families, On Christmas Eve at 6pm,
24% December 2025, we will celebrate
Mass at OLMC Parish. We are once
again inviting children to participate in
the Nativity procession during the
homily. If your child would like to be

involved, please RSVP to
tracey.marsden@cewa.edu.au to
confirm their attendance. Further

details will be sent to families once
registrations are received. We look
forward to sharing this special time
with our community. Kindest of
regards, Tracey Marsden, Assistant
Principal, OLMC School, Hilton.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

Meet every Monday, except for public holidays, between 7 to 8pm in the first meeting room to the left of the Church. New
members are always welcome. Please contact Eddie Mizera (President) on 0436 863 365 for more information.

UNITED PEST CONTROL AUSTRALIAN LEADING LOCK SERVICE
PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163 Mark 0408 404 048
0433 995 688 mis@dammot.com.au

AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE
For more information, please
contact Judy on 0448 205 283

RICH HARVEST - Religious Products
39 Hulme Court, Myaree
9329 9889 or www.rich7harvest.com.au
Mon to Fri 10.30am to 6pm
Sat 10.30am to 3pm

BOWRA & O’DEA FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Because the little things are everything.
312 South Street, Hilton, 9239 7744
www.bowraodea.com.au

‘ OLMC CHURCH

82 Collick Street

Hilton 6163

Western Australia

08393147733

sec.hilton erthcatholic.org.au

[ N Safeguarding Officer

MONTHLY AUSLAN INTERPRETED MASS for the CATHOLIC DEAF COMMUNITY
This is an opportunity for members of Perth’s Catholic Deaf Community to attend Mass
that’s fully interpreted with live Auslan interpreter, as well as large PowerPoint text
display. It is held on the last Saturday night of each month (excluding December) from
6.30 to 7.30pm, at St Denis Church, 60 Osborne Street, Joondanna.

> Brigette Liddelow
0432 508 980

Safe gmrap i h‘ga'

Protecting Children and Adults
in the Catholic Church

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
MASS TIMES WEEKENDS: Saturday Christmas Eve
Vigil 6pm, Sunday 7.30am & 9am. Wednesday 24 December 2025
5.45pm Carols
6pm Vigil Children’s Mass
9pm Night Mass
No Midnight Mass

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS: Tuesday
9am, Wednesday 9am, Thursday
9am, Friday 9am & Saturday 9am.

RECONCILIATION - Saturday’s: 9.30 Christmas Day

to 10am and 5.15 to 5.45pm or by Thursday 25 December 2025

appointment. 7.30am Mass

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Friday 9am Mass

9.30 to 10.30am. New Years Day
Thursday 1 January 2026

HOLY TRINITY CHARISMATIC PRAYER
GROUP: Prayer meetings are every

Monday night from 7 to 9pm except SAFEGUARDING — CHURCH SACRISTY:

9am Mass

public holidays. The Perth Catholic Archdiocese
endorses in making every Parish

SPIRITUAL PREPARATION FOR community, church, and workplace
CHRISTMAS safe for all peoples and of all ages. The

In preparation for Christmas the Authority has directed that the
Sacrament of following policy be implemented: All

2"d Rite Reconciliation Confession people entering the church sacristy /
is being offered in the following local vestry to complete the Sacristy

parishes at the given times:

St John & Paul Parish, Willetton
Wednesday 10 December at 7pm.
Mater Christi Parish, Yangebup
Thursday 11 December at 7pm.
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,
Rockingham
Friday 12 December at 7pm.

St Bernadette’s Parish, Port Kennedy
Wednesday 17 December at 7pm.
St Jerome’s Parish, Coogee
Tuesday 22 December at 5.45pm

attendance register (simple details).
The register will be in place, on the
working bench within the sacristy. This
is to have immediate effect. Thank you
for your cooperation. Fr Michael. On
behalf of Safeguarding.

PARISH OFFICE RELOCATED: The Parish
Office has relocated to the rear of the
house where it was previously before
renovations began.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHONON: O people of
Sion, behold, the Lord will come to save
the nations, and the Lord will make the
glory of his voice heard in the joy of your
heart.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Jerusalem,
arise and stand upon the heights, and
behold the joy which comes to you from
God.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 6 December 2025 to Friday
12 December 2025

Saturday 6 December

9am Mass: Maria & Martin De Sousa
(RIP)

6pm Mass: Laura De Caires
(Intentions)

Sunday 7 December

7.30am Mass: For the People

9am Mass: Holy Souls

3-4pm: Holy Hour

Tuesday 9 December

9am Mass: Holy Souls

Wednesday 10 December

9am Mass: Holy Souls

Thursday 11 December

9am Mass: Holy Souls

Friday 12 December

9am Mass: Whole School Attending +
Holy Souls
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GOSPEL Mt 3:1-12
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew:

Repent, for the kingdom of heaven iz clase at hand.
In due courze John the Baptist appeared; he
preached in the wildermnesz of Judaea and this
was his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is close at hand.” This was the man the
prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:

A voice cries in the wilderness:

Prepare a way for the Lord,

make his paths straight.
Thiz man John wore a garment made of camel-
hair with a leather belt round hiz waist, and
hiz food was locusts and wild honey Then
Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan
district made their way to him, and az they
were baptized ]::-1..* him in the rver ]ﬂrdan
they confeszed their sins. But when he zaw a
number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism he zaid to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who
warned you to fly from the retribution that is
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the
appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell
yvourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,”
because, I tell you, God can raise children for
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe
is laid to the roots of the treez, so that any tree
which failz to produce good fruit will be cut
down and thrown on the fire. | baptize you in
water for repentance, but the one whe follows
me iz more powerful than I am, and I am not
fit to carry his sandals; he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. Hiz winnowing-fan is
in hiz hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and
gather hiz wheat into the barn; but the chaff he
will burn in a fire that will never go out.”’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Brlllaaking Open
“Wor

CHANGE ONE'S THINKING

Today, John the Baptist arrives to assist us in
our Advent preparation. Matthew prezents
him as a figure from Israel’s wilderness. From
thiz zetting John invites Matthew's audience,
and uz, to repentance. There are three things
about the Gospel's opening wverses that are
important to note. First, the “wilderness" was
a place of nothingness. Israel encountered
God in itz forty year's desert wanderings.
Often our own lives are filled with desert
wanderings and nothingness. We sometimes
feel the lonelinessz of ocur lives and perhaps,
at times, directionless. Contemplating our
personal wilderness can be a fruitful place to
begin our Advent preparation.

Second, from the wildermess comes the call
to repentsnce. John zays, 'Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.’ This is
a powerful message. The word, ‘repent’ comes
from the Greek, ‘metancia’, a combination
of two Greek words, ‘meta’ + ‘noia’. “Meta’
iz the basic root word in English linked to
‘change’ {metameorphosis, metabaolism ).
‘Noia’ is the root for the Englizh “lmowledge'.
In other words, John's first call to ‘repent’
literally means (from the Greek) to ‘change
one's thinking’, to be open minded and not
hard hearted. It is a challenging call to us as
we enter into thiz new time of the year.

Third, Jehn reminds us to ke aware that ‘the
kingdom of hesven haz come near’. It iz not
distant but close and present; it iz among us,
a repetitive theme throughout the Gospel,
ﬂ&g_ge—d in two 51.1:;-:]3}7'5 time, in the birth of
the child called ‘Emmanuel’, ‘God with us'
We need today, more than ever, thiz God to
be with us.

Fr Michasl Trainer

4/4 ... Sunday, 7 December 2025



