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CHRISTMAS VIGIL 
6PM & 9PM WEDNESDAY 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 9:1-7 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
The people that walked in darkness 
has seen a great light; on those who 
live in a land of deep shadow a light 
has shone. You made their gladness 
greater, you have made their joy 
increase; they rejoice in your 
presence as men rejoice at harvest 
time, as men are happy when they 
are dividing the spoils. For the yoke 
that was weighing on him, the bar 
across his shoulders, the rod of his 
oppressor, these you break as on the 
day of Midian. For all the footgear of 
battle, every cloak rolled in blood, is 
burnt and consumed by fire. For 
there is a child born for us, a son 
given to us and dominion is laid on his 
shoulders; and this is the name they 
give him: Wonder-Counsellor, 
Mighty-God, Eternal-Father, Prince-
of-Peace. Wide is his dominion in a 
peace that has no end, for the throne 
of David and for his royal power, 
which he establishes and makes 
secure in justice and integrity. From 
this time onwards and forever, the 
jealous love of the Lord of hosts will 
do this. The word of the Lord. 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
95:1-3, 11-13 Rv Luke 2:11 
R: Today is born our Saviour, Christ 
the Lord. 
 

1. O sing a new song to the Lord, 
sing to the Lord all the earth. O 
sing to the Lord, bless His name. 
R. 

2. Proclaim his help day by day, tell 
among the nations his glory and 
his wonders among all the 
peoples. R. 

3. Let the heavens rejoice and 
earth be glad, let the sea and all 
within it thunder praise, let the 
land and all it bears rejoice, all 
the trees of the wood shout for 
joy at the presence of the Lord 
for he comes, he comes to rule 
the earth. R. 

4. With justice he will rule the 
world, he will judge the peoples 
with his truth. R. 

 
SECOND READING 
Titus 2:11-14 
A reading from the letter of St Paul 
to Titus 
God’s grace has been revealed, and it 
has made salvation possible for the 
whole human race and taught us that 
what we have to do is to give up 
everything that does not lead to God, 
and all our worldly ambitions; we 
must be self-restrained and live good 
and religious lives here in this present 
world, while we are waiting in hope 
for the blessing which will come with 
the Appearing of the glory of our 
great God and saviour Christ Jesus. 
He sacrificed himself for us in order 
to set us free from all wickedness and 
to purify a people so that it could be 
his very own and would have no 

ambition except to do good. The 
word or the Lord. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Luke 2:10-11 
Alleluia, Alleluia! Good News and 
great joy to all the world: Today is 
born our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 
Alleluia. 

 
GOSPEL 
Luke 2:1-14 
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke 
Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a 
census of the whole world to be 
taken. This census – the first – took 
place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria, and everyone went to his own 
town to be registered. So Joseph set 
out from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to 
the town of David called Bethlehem, 
since he was of David’s House and 
line, in order to be registered 
together with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. While they were 
there the time came for her to have 
her child, and she gave birth to a son, 
her first-born. She wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes and laid him in a 
manger because there was no room 
for them at the inn. In the 
countryside close by there were 
shepherds who lived in the fields and 
took it in turns to watch their flocks 
during the night. The angel of the 
Lord appeared to them and the glory 
of the Lord shone round them. They 
were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do 
not be afraid. Listen, I bring you news 
of great joy, a joy to be shared by the 
whole people. Today in the town of  
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REFLECTION: A Reason for the 
Season. I knew someone once, we 
used to call her ‘Billy’. She really would 
be pleased that I am sharing this with 
you. She is in heaven now. As an old 
lady, Billy would sit in our parish 
church every Christmas and cry. It was 
because every Christmas she would 
remember the years past when as a 
young alcoholic mother, she would 
spend Christmas Day and indeed most 
days in an alcoholic haze. Her four 
children would always do without. She 
would remember their disappointed 
little faces when they saw that Santa 
had been to every other house in their 
street but not theirs. And no matter 
how many years she lived in sobriety 
those memories would always come 
up to haunt her. She didn’t know then 
what she knows now. There are a lot 
of ‘Billies’ out there. I know people 
who have deliberately gone away this 
Christmas or who have physically shut 
themselves in their homes so that 
they don’t have to face the past or the 
relatives with whom they have 
differences. I know people who have 
been dreading today. I know people 
who are not looking forward today to 
sitting down to a Christmas meal with 
everyone else because someone they 
have loved is no longer alive and 
therefore not there. Or they have 
someone who has not remembered 
them this Christmas and it’s a knife in 
their heart. So often Christmas tends 
to show up what divides us, what is 
unhealed, who and what is missing. 
Grief is so often worse at Christmas. 
That makes sense really because 
today we celebrate the person Jesus 

who does unite, who heals, who 
restores and who by his very presence 
in our lives tells us that things do not 
have to stay the way they are. I wish 
Billy had seen that. She could have 
lived without the haunting memories. 
God has truly come, and he has come 
to unite what is divided. To heal what 
is broken. To restore who and what 
has been lost. To captivate us as only 
a little baby can and to make us see 
that all things are possible. You know, 
the truth is this HE CAME FOR YOU! 
There was a phrase a long time ago 
that said ‘JESUS IS THE REASON FOR 
THE SEASON’. Jesus would say ‘YOU’ 
are the reason for the season. You 
who are haunted with memories 
today I come for you. You who are 
running away because you can’t face 
people, I came for you. Yes, you, you 
who are sitting on your own with no-
one around you, I came for you. 
Bethlehem for me is where, wherever 
you are. I came to give you fresh 
memories. I came to fill you with 
courage for what is to come. I came to 
restore what has been ‘lost’. He has a 
vested interest in us in getting the 
message ‘I come to restore what has 
been lost’. He has a vested interest in 
us in getting the message this 
Christmas and every Christmas. He is 
hoping that throughout this coming 
year that you LET HIM make a 
difference in your life, but you’ll let 
Him keep coming. When you wish 
someone a Happy Christmas today, 
may I suggest that you look them in 
the eye and when you utter the words 
‘Happy Christmas’, pray softly in your 
heart for that person, ‘May you know 

that HE CAME FOR YOU’. Go fill as 
many houses and streets as possible 
with that wish and prayer. Souls will 
hear and the Christmas Good news 
will truly have come. An Angel, you 
will have visited them and told their 
hearts ‘I bring you tidings of great joy 
for today in your Bethlehem a Saviour 
has been born for YOU. I pray that this 
Christmas, that you will feel that 
prayer deep within you. A very blest 
and holy Christmas to you all. God 
Bless! Fr Michael. 
 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS: To All 
parishioners, present, past and friends 
of the Parish of Mount Carmel, I 
sincerely thank you all for your 
generosity and support of your parish 
throughout the past year. I 
acknowledge that it has not been an 
easy year. For many there have been 
personal losses and sadly 
bereavements. Nevertheless, you 
have persevered in faith and 
continued to “shine” and witness to 
Christ, showing Him to the world. He 
is truly present with us. For all those 
who have generously contributed to 
the life of the parish, in all manner and 
kind, THANK YOU! I extend to you and 
to all your family members and your 
friends my very best wishes and pray 
that God will continue to bless, guide 
and protect you. Peace, Joy and Hope 
be yours and good Health throughout 
the New Year. Fr Michael. 
 

PARISH OFFICE RELOCATED: The 
Parish Office has relocated to the rear 
of the house where it was previously 
before renovations began. 
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BULLETIN SPONSORS 

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 
Meet every Monday, except for public holidays, between 7 to 8pm in the first meeting room to the left of the Church. New members 

are always welcome. Please contact Eddie Mizera (President) on 0436 863 365 for more information. 

UNITED PEST CONTROL 
PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163 

0433 995 688 

AUSTRALIAN LEADING LOCK SERVICE 
Mark 0408 404 048 

mls@dammot.com.au 

AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE 
For more information, please contact 

Judy on 0448 205 283 

BOWRA & O’DEA FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
Because the little things are everything. 

312 South Street, Hilton, 9239 7744 
www.bowraodea.com.au 

RICH HARVEST - Religious Products 
39 Hulme Court, Myaree 

9329 9889 or www.rich7harvest.com.au 
Mon to Fri 10.30am to 6pm 

Sat 10.30am to 3pm 

 

MONTHLY AUSLAN INTERPRETED MASS for the CATHOLIC DEAF COMMUNITY 
This is an opportunity for members of Perth’s Catholic Deaf Community to attend Mass 

that’s fully interpreted with live Auslan interpreter, as well as large PowerPoint text 
display. It is held on the last Saturday night of each month (excluding December) from 6.30 

to 7.30pm, at St Denis Church, 60 Osborne Street, Joondanna. 

 
 

 

MASS TIMES WEEKENDS: Saturday 
Vigil 6pm, Sunday 7.30am & 9am. 
 

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS: Tuesday 
9am, Wednesday 9am, Thursday 
9am, Friday 9am & Saturday 9am. 
 

RECONCILIATION - Saturday’s: 9.30 
to 10am and 5.15 to 5.45pm or by 
appointment. 
 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Friday 
9.30 to 10.30am. 
 

HOLY TRINITY CHARISMATIC PRAYER 
GROUP: HTPG is in recess until 
Monday 2-2-26. 
 

 
PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS: Father, Your 
Son Jesus said: “The harvest is rich, 
but the labourers are few, so ask the 
Lord of the Harvest to send labourers 
into His harvest.” We all rejoice in the 
call of our Baptism to be workers in 
your vineyard. Continue to enrich your 
people with generous Priests and 
Religious. Help us to grow in your 
service in our own vocation, be it 
Married, Single, Religious or Priest. 
And let us support each other lovingly. 
Amen. 
 
SAFEGUARDING – CHURCH SACRISTY: 
The Perth Catholic Archdiocese 
endorses in making every Parish 
community, church, and workplace safe 

for all peoples and of all ages. The 
Authority has directed that the 
following policy be implemented: All 
people entering the church sacristy / 
vestry to complete the Sacristy 
attendance register (simple details). The 
register will be in place, on the working 
bench within the sacristy. This is to have 
immediate effect. Thank you for your 
cooperation. Fr Michael. On behalf of 
Safeguarding. 
 

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES 
Christmas Eve 

Wednesday 24 December 2025 
5.45pm Carols 

6pm Vigil Children’s Mass 
9pm Night Mass 

No Midnight Mass 
Christmas Day 

Thursday 25 December 2025 
7.30am Mass 

9am Mass 
New Years Day 

Thursday 1 January 2026 
9am Mass 

 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON - Christmas 
Vigil: Today you will know that the 
Lord will come, and he will save us, 
and in the morning, you will see his 
glory. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON - Christmas 
Vigil: The glory of the Lord will be 

revealed, and all flesh will see the 
salvation of our God. 
 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON - Christmas 
Day: A child is born for us, and a son is 
given to us; his sceptre of power rests 
upon His shoulder, and His name will 
be called Messenger of great counsel. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON - Christmas 
Day: All the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our God. 

 
WHEN WE COME TO CELEBRATE 

MASS, WE REMEMBER 
When you go to Mass, talk to God… 
During Mass, let God talk to you… 

After Mass, talk to each other… 
 
MASS INTENTIONS 
Wednesday 24 December 2025 to 
Saturday 27 December 2025 
Christmas Eve 
6pm Mass: For the People 
Christmas Night 
9pm Mass: For the People 
Thursday 25 December 
Christmas Day 
7.30am Mass: For the People 
9am Mass: For the People 
Friday 26 December 
NO Mass 
Saturday 27 December 
9am Mass: Luke De Castro (RIP) 
6pm Mass: Miloyka Gavranich 
(Anniversary) 
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David a saviour has been born to you; 
he is Christ the Lord. And here is a sign 
for you; You will find a baby wrapped 
in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger.’ And suddenly with the angel 
there was a great throng of the 
heavenly host, praising God and 
singing: ‘Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and peace to men who enjoy 
his favour.’ The Gospel of the Lord. 

 
CHRISTMAS DAY 
7.30AM & 9AM WEDNESDAY 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
How beautiful on the mountains, are 
the feet of one who brings good news, 
who heralds peace, brings happiness, 
proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, 
‘Your God is king!’ Listen! Your 
watchmen raise their voices, they 
shout for joy together, for they see the 
Lord face to face, as he returns to Zion. 
Break into shouts of joy together, you 
ruins of Jerusalem; for the Lord is 
consoling his people, redeeming 
Jerusalem. The Lord bares his holy arm 
in the sight of all the nations, and all 
the ends of the earth shall see the 
salvation of our God. The word of the 
Lord. 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
97:1-6, Rv 3 
R: All the ends of the earth have 
seen the saving  power of 
God. 

 
1. Sing a new son to the Lord for he 

has worked wonders. His right 

hand and his holy arm have 
brought salvation. R. 

2. The Lord has made known his 
salvation; has shown his justice to 
the nations. He has remembered 
his truth and love for the house of 
Israel. R. 

3. All the ends of the earth have 
seen the salvation of our God. 
Shout to the Lord all the earth, 
ring out your joy. R. 

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the 
harp, with the sound of music. 
With trumpets and the sound of 
the horn acclaim the King, the 
Lord. R. 

 
SECOND READING 
Hebrews 1:1-6 
A reading from the letter to the 
Hebrews 
At various times in the past and in 
various different ways, God spoke to 
our ancestors through the prophets; 
but in our own time, the last days, he 
has spoken to us through his Son, the 
Son that he has appointed to inherit 
everything and through whom he 
made everything there is. He is the 
radiant light of God’s glory and the 
perfect copy of his nature, sustaining 
the universe by his powerful 
command; and now that he has 
destroyed the defilement of sin, he 
has gone to take his place in heaven at 
the right hand of divine Majesty. So, he 
is now as far above the angels as the 
title which he has inherited is higher 
than their own name. God has never 
said to any angel: You are my Son, 
today I have become your father, or: I 
will be a father to him and he a son to 
me. Again, when he brings the First-
born into the world, he says: Let all the 
angels of God worship him. The word 
of the Lord. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia, alleluia! A holy day has 
dawned upon us. Come you nations 
and adore the Lord. Today a great light 
has come upon the earth. Alleluia. 

 

GOSPEL 
John 1:1-18 
A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John 
In the beginning was the Word: the 
Word was with God and the Word was 
God. He was with God in the 
beginning. Through him all things 
came to be, not one thing had its being 
but through him. All that came to be 
had life in him and that life was the 
light of men, a light that shines in the 
dark, a light that darkness could not 
overpower. A man came, sent by God. 
His name was John. He came as a 
witness, as a witness to speak for the 
light, so that everyone might believe 
through him. He was not the light, only 
a witness to speak for the light. The 
Word was the true light that 
enlightens all men; and he was coming 
into the world. He was in the world 
that had its being through him, and 
the work did not know him. He came 
to his own domain and his own people 
did not accept him. But to all who did 
accept him he gave power to become 
children of God, to all who believe in 
the name of him who was born not out 
of human stock or urge of the flesh or 
will of man but of God himself. The 
Word was made flesh, he lived among 
us, and we saw his glory, the glory that 
is his as the only Son of the Father, full 
of grace and truth. John appears as his 
witness. He proclaims: ‘This is the one 
of whom I said: He who comes after 
me ranks before me because he 
existed before me.’ Indeed, from his 
fullness we have, all of us, received – 
yes, grace in return for grace, since, 
though the Law was given through 
Moses, grace and truth have come 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever 
seen God; it is the only Son, who is 
nearest to the Father’s heart, who has 
made him known. The Gospel of the 
Lord. 

 

 
 

 


