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THE SAVING WORD

Baptism oF THE Lorp (Feast) /7 A

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah

Isa 42:1-4, b7

Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom I am

well pleased.
Thus says the Lord:
Here is my servant whom I upheld,

my chosen cne in whom my soul delights.
I have endowed him with my spirit
that he may bring true justice to the nations.

He does not cry cut or shout aloud,

or make his voice heard in the streets.
He does not break the crushed reed,
nor quench the wavering flame.
Faithfully he brings true justice;

he will neither wawver, nor be crushed
until true justice is established on earth,

for the islands are awaiting his law:

I, the Lord, have called you to serve the cause
of right;

I have taken you by the hand and
formed you;

I have appeointed you as covenant of the

people and light of the nations,
to open the eyes of the blind,

to free captives from prison,
and those who live in darkness from the

dungeon.

The word of the Loxd.

RESP PSALM Ps 28:1—4, 9-10. Rw.11
R. The Lord will bless his people with
peace.
1. O give the Lord you sons of God,

give the Lord glory and power;

give the Lord the glory of his name.

Adore the Lord in his holy court. K.

11 January 2026

2. The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
the Lord on the immensity of waters;

the voice of the Lord, full of power,
the voice of the Lord, full of splendour.  R.

3. The God of glory thunders.
In his temple thev all cry: "Glory!”
The Lord sat enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits as king for ever. K.

SECOND READING Acts 10:34-38
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles
God aneinted him with the Holy Spirit and with
pOWeT.

Peter addressed Comelius and his household:

“The truth I have now come to realise” he said
‘is that God deoes not have favourites, but that
anybody of any nationality who fears God and
does what is right is acceptable to him.

‘It is true, God sent his word to the pecple of
Israel, and it was to them that the good news of
peace was brought by Jesus Christ — but Jesus
Christ is Lord of all men. You must have heard
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MINISTRY TEAM
Parish Secretary: Tereza Camacho

Open Letter to ALL PARISHIONERS of
the Parish of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, Hilton, WA: Dear Parishioners
and Friends of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, Hilton Parish, | wish to convey
to you All our sincere thanks for your
generosity in kind and the financial
support given towards sustaining the
operation of your parish over the past
calendar year.

| wish to inform that the average
Parish income per week in the Second
Collection for the last calendar year
realised as follows: Committed via
Planned Giving - Envelopes $409.26
Committed via Direct Debit S 147.22
=$ 556.48 Loose Plate donation — (this
component is variable, not a
guaranteed weekly sum), $456.23
Total $1012.71.

With vyour financial support and
drawing on the Parish’s financial
reserves it has been possible to meet
the costs of the renewing the roof tiles
covering the 1957 section of the
Priory, now known as the Parish
Office. (This project was not foreseen
yet became essential). Clearing of the
church gutters; Contribution to the
damage repair / painting and refit of
the parish offices in compliance with
the Professional Standards and
Safeguarding directives; Improve the
interior lighting in the church and
provide for adequate lighting in the
adjoining church public toilets.

Note some of the associated costs of
undertaken works were offset by
Insurance Claim.

As is in all households, payment of the
ever-increasing cost of utilities was

made with the addition to the
ecclesial levies.

In spite of punctilious budgeting and
monitoring of consumption provided
by utilities, external services and
general expenditure the Parish was
unable to meet the payment of the
wages of its sole employee, ($32,240
per annum plus Superannuation) nor
the annual Insurance premium on
Parish plant and assets. (515,753.00)
Parishioners, the history and our
commitment to coming to erecting a
church building as fine as this is a rich
one.

Now out of necessity, inevitably funds
need to be raised to facilitate a “Parish
Maintenance Program” if we are to
maintain and enjoy the building / s
that facilitate the sacred place of
gathering for the worship of God and
celebrating and receiving Christ in
Sacraments!

The first area of maintenance concern
is the remedying of the roof plumbing
that has allowed the ingresses of rain
into the cavity on the front walls and
that has caused extensive damage to
the ceiling in the entry foyer of the
church.

Secondly and equal in priority the
need of attention to the gutters and
downpipes of both the church and
presbytery.

No doubt there may be further
“surprises” revealed when addressing
the above-mentioned concerns. Such
essential works can only be
undertaken with your continued
generosity and additional financial
support!

If you have any constructive
suggestions to how we can address
our present financial situation the
Committee would welcome them.
Please set them in writing and have
your correspondence addressed to
Chairperson, Finance Committee,
Catholic Church Hilton, 82 Collick
Street, Hilton, WA, 6163.

It may well be the opportune time for
each of us to review our financial
contribution in the support of our
Parish church.

Again, on behalf of the Parish Finance
Committee and Fr Michael we
sincerely express our grateful thanks
for your support.

OLOMC Parish Finance Committee.
10" January 2026.

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK
PARISHIONERS: Refer to the poster of
the Sick List in the church foyer.

PARISH OFFICE RELOCATED: The
Parish Office has relocated to the rear
of the house where it was previously
before renovations began.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: After the Lord
was baptised, the heavens were
opened, and the Spirit descended
upon him like a dove, and the voice of
the Father thundered: This is my
beloved Son, with whom | am well
pleased.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Behold the
One of whom John said: | have seen
and testified that this is the Son of
God.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS

AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE

Please contact Judy on 0448 205 283 for MONTHLY AUSLAN INTERPRETED

information. MASS for the CATHOLIC DEAF
COMMUNITY
This is an opportunity for members
of Perth’s Catholic Deaf
BOWRA & O’'DEA FUNERAL DIRECTORS Community to attend Mass that’s
Because the little things are everything. fully interpreted with live Auslan
312 South Street, Hilton, 9239 7744 interpreter, as well as large

www.bowraodea.com.au

PowerPoint text display. It is held
on the last Saturday night of each
month (excluding December) from

UNITED PEST CONTROL

PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163

0433 995 688

6.30 to 7.30pm, at St Denis Church,
60 Osborne Street, Joondanna.

‘ OLMC CHURCH

82 Collick Street

Hilton 6163

Western Australia

089314 7733
sec.hilton@perthcatholic.org.au

~ Safeguarding Officer

T a ) Brigette Liddelow
0432 508 980

%a{eg@rﬂ i V\(g"

Protecting Children and Adults
in the Catholic Church

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Meet every Monday, except for
public holidays, between 7 to 8pm

LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH - CATHOLIC DEAF SOCIAL NIGHT
The Catholic Deaf Ministry runs a social night for the deaf on the last Friday of the
month from 6pm to 8pm, a Personal Advocacy Service, 28 Holdhurst Way, Morley.
An Auslan interpreter is provided. The venue is wheelchair accessible. Free parking
is available at the venue. Light dinner, tea and coffee are provided. Newcomers are
welcome! To RSVP and for more information: admin.pas@perthcatholic.org.au

in the first meeting room to the
left of the Church. New members
are always welcome. Please
contact Eddie Mizera (President)
on 0436 863 365 for more
information.

MASS TIMES WEEKENDS: Saturday
Vigil 6pm, Sunday 7.30am & 9am.

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS: Tuesday
9am, Wednesday 9am, Thursday
9am, Friday 9am & Saturday 9am.

RECONCILIATION - Saturday’s: 9.30
to 10am and 5.15 to 5.45pm or by
appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Friday
9.30 to 10.30am.

HOLY TRINITY CHARISMATIC
PRAYER GROUP: HTPG is currently
in recess until Monday 2-2-26.

REFLECTION: Being Honest. The first
thing that Jesus says in John’s gospel is
‘What are you looking for?’ or ‘What
do you want?’ | often ask people this
guestion and they always try to give
the correct answer rather than the
real answer. They say things like ‘I
want to know God'’s love or | want to
go to heaven or | want to love the
poor. While they are speaking the
truth the reality is that there are other

things that we are looking for that are
often ashamed to admit. We want to
be selfish and get away with it. We
want to eat chocolate three meals a
day. We want to be able to live like a
pagan without feeling guilty. These
desires are important to acknowledge
because they reveal what is actually
going on within our heart. We can
spend so much time repressing these
desires because they do not match the
life of a good Christian. But the more
that we repress them the more power
they have over us. The more
something is denied, the more likely it
is to become an obsession. We need
to look again at this question of Jesus.
Perhaps he is not testing us to see if
we know the correct answer. Maybe
he is genuinely interested to know
what we desire. Even if those desires
are wrong. He claims that He has come
to satisfy our deepest hunger, but we
need to look at our desire to discover
what we actually hungry for. We will
only know the reality of his love when
we stop giving the wrong answers and
start being really honest with Jesus.

WHEN WE COME TO CELEBRATE
MASS, WE REMEMBER
When you go to Mass, talk to God...
During Mass, let God talk to you...
After Mass, talk to each other...

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 10 January to Friday 16
January 2026

Saturday 10 January

9am Mass: John Randall (RIP)

6pm Mass: Smith Family (Intentions)
Sunday 11 January

7.30am Mass: Eliza Goncalves (RIP)
9am Mass: For the People

Tuesday 13 January

9am Mass: Franco Ferfolia (RIP)
Wednesday 14 January

9am Mass: Irene Pannunzio (RIP)
10am Holy Communion: Hilton Park
Aged Care

Thursday 15 January

9am Mass: Jadrana & Nebosa Kalat
(RIP)

Friday 16 January

9am Mass: Holy Souls
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about the recent happenings in Judaea; about
Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee,
after John had been preaching baptism. God
had ancinted him with the Holy Spirit and
with power, and because God was with him,
Jesus went about doing good and curing all who

had fallen intc the power of the dewil ’
The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!

The heavens were opened and the Father's

cf. dk 9:8

voice was heard:

this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 3:13-17

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew:

When Jesus was baptised, the heavens were opened

and the Spirit of God came upon him.

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be
baptised by John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘Tt
is I who need baptism from you,” he said ‘and
yvet you come to me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave
it like this for the time being; it is fitting that
we should, in this way, do all that rightecusness
demands.’ At this, John gave in to him.

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from
the water, and suddenly the heavens opened and
he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and coming down on him. And a voice spoke
from heaven, "This is my Son, the Beloved; nvy
favour rests on him.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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THE BELOVED

Today's feast that celebrates the baptism
of Jesus with the story of his baptism from
Matthew's Gospel. The story, written in the
mid-80s, is slightly different to what our ears
would usually hear It begins with John the
Baptist's humble unwillingness to baptise
Jesus. ‘It is I who need baptism from you...
and yet you come to mel’ (3:14) While John's
comviction is appropriate, Jesus encourages

John to baptise him.

Perhaps Matthew's story reflects a historical
memory of some who might have believed
that perhaps John was the Messiah. This
lingering memory is addressed in the dialogue
between John and Jesus. Matthew's version,
nevertheless, accentuates Jesus’ humility in
undergoing the baptismal ritual, very familiar
to the Gospel's audience of Jewish followers
of Jesus. Ritual bathing was part of a Jewish
purification process before they entered places
of holiness. Every Jewish house had its own
mikveh, the ritual purification bath.

In today's Gospel, Jesus becomes that place
of holiness in his baptism, in the mikveh of the
Jordan River. God's Spirit descends upon him
and God's voice attests, "This is my Son, the
Beloved; my favour rests on him' (3:17). These
words about Jesus’ belovedness will be heard
again as he is transfigured on the mountain
(17:5) en route to Jerusalem where death awsaits.
God’s attestation of Jesus, of God’s delight in
him, despite everything that will unfold in the
remaining chapters of the Gospel, never leaves
him. This divine conviction about Jesus and
God’'s words are also God's conviction and
words that the evangelist wants the Gospel
audience, including us, to hear All people,
female and male, are God's beloved ones.
God’s delight and favour rests upon us. Itis a
Gospel conviction that we need to remember
especialby when life’s struggles come our way:

Fr Michael Trainor
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