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THE SAVING WORD

THEe Ascension OF THE Lorp £ A

FIRST READING Acts 1:1-11
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Why are you standing here looking into the sky?
Jesus has been taken into heaven.

In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with
everything Jesus had done and taught from the
beginning until the day he gave his instructions
to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy
Spirit, and was taken up to heaven. He had
showm himself alive to them after his Passion
by many demenstrations: for forty days he had
continued to appear to them and tell them
about the kingdom of God. When he had been
at table with them. he had told them not to
leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the
Father had promised. ‘It is” he had said ‘what
vou have heard me speak about: John baptised
with water but you, not many days from now,
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’

Now having met together, they asked him,
'Lord, has the time come? Are you going to
restore the kingdom of Israel?” He replied,
‘It is not for you to know times or dates that
the Father has decided by his own authority,
but you will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my
witnesses not only in Jerusalem but throughout
Judaea and Samaria, and indeed to the ends of
the earth.’

As he said this he was lifted up while they
looked om, and a cloud took him from their
sight. They were still staring into the sky when
suddenly two men in white were standing near
them and thev said, "Why are you men from
Galilee standing here looking inte the sky?
Jesus who has been taken up from you into
heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the
same way as you have seen him go there’

The word of the Loxd.

17 May 2026

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps 46:2-3, 6-9.R.v. &
K. God mounts his throne to shouts of jow

a blare of trumpets for the Loxd.

(o7 Alleluial)

1. All peoples, clap your hands, / cry te God
with shouts of joy! / For the Lord, the Most

High, we must fear, / great king over all the
earth. ER.

2. God goes up with shouts of joy; / the Lord
goes up with trumpet blast. / Sing praise for
God, sing praise, / sing praise to our king, sing
praise. K.

3. God is king of all the earth. / Sing praise
with all your skill. / Ged is king over the
nations; / God reigns on his holy throne. R.

SECOMND READING Eph 1:17-23
A 1'End.i11g from the letter of 5t Paul to the
Ephesinns

He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven.

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the

Father of glory, give vou a spirit of wisdom and
perception of what is revealed, to bring vou to
full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the
eyes of your mind so that you can see what
hope his call holds for you, what rich glories
he has promised the saints will inherit and
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OUR LADY OF MT CARMEL PARISH HILTON

Parish Priest: Fr Michael Separovich

Address: 82 Collick Street, Hilton, WA, 6163

Parish Office: (08) 9314 7733

Email: sec.hilton@perthcatholic.org.au

Website: http://www.olmchilton.org.au/parish-bulletin/

OFFICE HOURS

Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 9am — 3pm

Thursday: 9am —12.30pm

Safeguarding Officer: Brigette Liddelow 0432 908 980
Avila Retirement Village Secretary: Judy Rowlands

OLMC Primary School Principal: Tracey Marsden 9269 2000

PARISH TEAM
Parish Secretary: Tereza Camacho

0448 205 283
OLMC Primary School RE: Alex Lerede

Seton Catholic College Website:
http://www.seton.wa.edu.au

MASS TIMES WEEKENDS: Saturday
Vigil 6pm, Sunday 7.30am & 9am.

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS: Tuesday
9am, Wednesday 9am, Thursday
9am, Friday 9am & Saturday 9am.

RECONCILIATION - Saturday’s: 9.30
to 10am and 5.15 to 5.45pm or by
appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Friday
9.30 to 10.30am.

HOLY TRINITY  CHARISMATIC
PRAYER GROUP: Prayer meetings
are every Monday night from 7 to
9pm except for public holidays.

REFLECTION: Breaking the Cane. |
don’t know if this story is true or not,
but it gives a good point anyway.
Apparently, there was a village school
somewhere in Africa. The teacher
ruled by the cane and needless to say
the children were terrified in
submission. One day the teacher was
absent, and the children sat for a long
time in silence not knowing what to
do. There on the teacher’s desk was
the dreaded cane. One little girl finally
got up and walked up to the desk,
picked up the cane and broke it into a
number of pieces and gave one to
each of the children. Throughout the
day the children worked away at their
piece of cane turning them into
various woodwind instruments as
they know them in their tribe. The
next day the teacher returned and
noticed immediately that the cane
was gone. He roared at the children
and demanded to know where it was.

That same little girl stood up with her
instrument in her hand and one by
one so did every child in the class.
Some internal signal was given and
each child picked up his or her
instrument and began to play it as
one. Someone said that suffering that
is not transformed is transmitted.
How many canes have there been in
our lives? How many times have come
and reduced us to stillness and made
us incapable of relating properly? How
often has an unkind word ruined our
capacity to act normally for the rest of
the day? How often have we taken it
out on someone else? Look no further
the last time somebody ‘beeped’ at
you because you were taking your
time on the road? Suffering
untransformed does indeed get
transmitted. Jesus in his life on earth
in his kindness and in his reaching out,
in his transmission of the Father’s
forgiveness to us broke all the canes
there are. Now what remains only for
us is to live it and do the same. With
Jesus as your companion there will be
a cane you can break today. There will
be a cane that you will transform and
tonight there will be music in your
heart and in the heart of God that
wasn’t there before. The Lord Jesus
has conquered sin and death. The
wood of the cross which he hung upon
and gave his life has become the
means of atonement of all sin of
humanity and liberation. He has arisen
from the dead and we now share in his
glory. He has given us new life! Let us
live in Him and for Him as he has
instructed us.

WHEN WE COME TO CELEBRATE
MASS, WE REMEMBER
When you go to Mass, talk to God...
During Mass, let God talk to you...

After Mass, talk to each other...

PLEASE PRAY FOR SICK
PARISHIONERS: Refer to the poster
of the Sick List in the church foyer.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Men of
Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the
heavens? This Jesus whom you saw
ascending into heaven will return as
you saw him go, alleluia.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Alleluia,
alleluia! Go and teach all people my
gospel. | am with you always, until the
end of the world, alleluia.

APPEAL FOR PARISH CATECHIST PREP
(Parish Religion Education Program):
Dear Parishioners, | have been
approached by a number of Catholic
parents whose children attend
government primary schools within
our parish for instruction for the
sacraments of Penance, Eucharist or
Confirmation. In the past your parish
had a vibrant team of Catechists
exercising this Catholic ministry. The
need to act and assist these young
souls and aid their parents has been
raised. If you are a Certified Catechist,
| call upon your generosity to assist in
the spiritual formation of these little
ones. Please contact me at the parish
office if you are able to assist. Fr
Michael.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS

AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE
Please contact Judy on 0448 205 283 or
avila.hilton@perthcatholic.org.au for

MONTHLY AUSLAN INTERPRETED
MASS for the CATHOLIC DEAF
COMMUNITY

information.

www.bowraodea.com.au

BOWRA & O’DEA FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Because the little things are everything.
312 South Street, Hilton, 9239 7744

UNITED PEST CONTROL
PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163
0433 995 688

This is an opportunity for members of
Perth’s Catholic Deaf Community to
attend Mass that’s fully interpreted

with live Auslan interpreter, as well as

large PowerPoint text display. It is
held on the last Saturday night of each
month (excluding December) from

6.30 to 7.30pm, at St Denis Church, 60

Osborne Street, Joondanna.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Meet every Monday, except for
public holidays, between 7 to 8pm
in the first meeting room to the
left of the Church. New members
are always welcome. Please
contact Eddie Mizera (President)
on 0436 863 365 for more
information.

OURLADYof
MOUNT CARMEL [N

LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH - CATHOLIC DEAF SOCIAL NIGHT
The Catholic Deaf Ministry runs a social night for the deaf on the last Friday of the
month from 6pm to 8pm, a Personal Advocacy Service, 28 Holdhurst Way, Morley.
An Auslan interpreter is provided. The venue is wheelchair accessible. Free parking
is available at the venue. Light dinner, tea and coffee are provided. Newcomers are
welcome! To RSVP and for more information: admin.pas@perthcatholic.org.au

CHURCH
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Brigette Liddelow - 0432 908 980
b.a.liddelow@gmail.com
82 Collick Street, Hilton, WA, 6163
0893147733

PARISH SACRAMENTAL FORMATION
and SACRAMENT DATES 2026

For children who are already Baptised
Catholic and are attending our parish
school the following dates and times
of Family Formation / Catechesis and
the dates of celebration of the
Sacrament / s for this year are as
follows:

CONFIRMATION

Confirmation Commitment Mass: Sat
27" June, 6pm, Sun 28" June, 7.30am
& 9am.

Parent Confirmation Faith Formation:
Tues 30™ June, 6pm-7pm.

Parent & Child Confirmation
Workshop: Tues 21 July, 6pm-7pm.
Sacrament of Confirmation: Sat 22™
August, 4pm-5.30pm.

SAFEGUARDING LEVEL 1 INDUCTION
TRAINING - for all church workers
(paid/unpaid): Dear parishioners it

The National Count of Attendance
at Mass continues this week. The
count will be taken over the first
four weekends of May. These
details are required by the Church
to assist in its returns outreach in
dioceses. The process for the count
will take place after Communion. It
will not take any longer than five
minutes within Mass time. Please
do not be alarmed if you see
appointed helpers
wandering around the Church. Tally
helpers please pick up your clip
boards from the Sacristy prior to
the beginning of Mass. Again, thank
you for your assistance.

2026 NATIONAL COUNT OF
ATTENDEES

in this task

NEXT WEEKEND: Catholic Mission will
invite you to partner with missionaries

Malawi to support families

has been 3 years since most of us have
completed the
Introduction
course is required every 3 years, and
can be
https://safeguarding.perthcatholic.or

Safeguarding
Course. A refresher

accessed online at

g.au/training/#online-training or

phoning Safeguarding Program Office
on 9221 7762.

rebuilding after devastating floods,
and to help children access education
close to home. Through projects like St
Peter’s Nyamikuta Primary School, the
Church is creating a place where
children can learn, be nourished, and
grow with dignity, regardless of their
background or beliefs. Your gift will
also assist other similar Catholic
Mission programmes throughout the
developing world. Please give

generously by using the appeal
envelope provided, or by visiting
catholicmission.org.au/united. Should
you be keen to support the work of
Catholic Mission through a bequest, or
as a volunteer, or in other ways, please
email Francis Leong at
fleong@catholicmission.org.au to
explore the possibilities.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 16 to Friday 22 May 2026
NATIONAL COUNT OF ATTENDANCE
Saturday 16 May

9am Mass: Branko Tomich (RIP)
6pm Mass: Mladen Kalat
(Intentions)

Sunday 17 May

7.30am Mass: For Parishioners
9am Mass: Teresa Cortese
(Anniversary)

Monday 18 May

NO Holy Trinity Prayer Group
Tuesday 19 May

9am Mass: Bernice Luecke (RIP)
12.15pm Funeral: Dino Retta
Wednesday 20 May

9am Mass: Luke Grgurovich (RIP)
Thursday 21 May

9am Mass: Intentions of Donor
Friday 22 May

8.30am Mass: Holy Souls
10.30am Funeral Mass: Joe
Marinovich
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how infinitely great is the power that he has
exercised for us believers. This vou can tell from
the strength of his power at work in Christ,
when he used it to raise him from the dead and
to make him sit at his dght hand, in heaven,
far above every Sovereignty, Autherity, Power,
or Domination, or any other name that can
be named, not only in this age, but also in the
age to come. He has put all things under his
feet, and made him as the ruler of everything,
the head of the Church; which is his body, the
fullness of him who fills the whole creation.

The word of the Loxd.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 28:19, 20
Alleluia, alleluia! Go and teach all people

my gospel. I am with vou alwavs, until the

end of the world. Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 28:16-20
A reading from the holy Gospel according to

Matthew,

All authority in heaven and on earth has been given

io me.

The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the
mountain where Jesus had arranged to meet
them. When they saw him they fell down
before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came
up and spoke to them. He said, "All authority
in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations;
baptise them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them
to observe all the commands I gave you. And
know that I am with you always; yes, to the end

of time ’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Brrtlaaking Open
“Wor

I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS

When reflecting on Jesus’ Ascension, our
liturgical focus has been heavily influenced by
Luke’s double wersion of the Ascension; one
set on Easter Day in the concluding scene in
Luke’s Gospel (24:50-52) as Jesus’ blesses his
disciples at Bethany and departs from them;
the other in the opening chapter of Acts (Acts
1:6-11) as Jesus leaves the disciples and is
carried into heaven.

Our Gospel today is quite different. It is the
concluding verses of Matthew's Gospel. The
Risen Jesus gathers with the Eleven on ‘the’
mountain, the place of divine encounter,
already familiar from earlier in the Gospel in
the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7).
Here, at the Gospel's conclusion, Jesus is
with the Elsren—mnot the Twelve, a reminder
of the failure of one of the members of
the apostolic leadership group (Judas). It
is to this group of failed leaders that Jesus,
God's authoritative agent, entrusts his final
teaching and missionary endorsement. They
are to make disciples of all nations. This is an
important injunction, given that Matthew's
audience which is predeminantly Jewish is
now encouraged to move into the gentile
world.

In Matthew's Gospel Jesus offers a universal
vision. Baptism and Gospel ethical teaching
will become key notes for incorporating
members into this renewed community of
Jesus. The Gospel concludes on a promise
of divine companionship. Jesus, called
‘Emmanuel” (‘God with us’) in the birth
narrative (Matthew 1:23), reminds his
audience that ‘I am with you always ... to
the end of time.” This affirmation of Jesus’
eternal presence is comforting to Matthew's

audience, and us, dealing with life’s struggles
and cultural challenges.

Fr Michael Trainor
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