SEVENTEENTH SumpDay 1N OrDinary Tise £ A

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12
A reading from the first book of the Kings
Yoy have asked for wisdom.

The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream
and said, "Ask what you would like me to give
you.” Solomon replied, ‘Lord, my God, you
have made your servant king in succession to
David nuy father. But I am a very young man,
unskilled in leadership. Your servant finds
himself in the midst of this people of yours that
you have chosen, a people so many its numbers

cannot be counted or reckoned. Give your
servant a heart to understand how to discemn
between good and evil, for who could govemn
this people of yours that is so great?’ It pleased
the Lord that Solomon should have asked for
this. *Since you have asked for this’, the Lord
said, ‘and not asked for long life for yourself
or riches or the lives of your enemies, but have
asked for a discerning judgement for yourself,
here and now I do what you ask. I give you a
heart wise and shrewd as none before you has
had and none will have after you.’

B The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM  Ps 118:57, 72, 7677, 127-130. R v. 97
K. Lord. I love yvour comnmanads.

1. My part, I have resolved, O Lord, / is to
obey your word. / The law from your mouth
means more to me / than silver and gold. E.

2. Let your love be ready to conscle me / by
your promise to your servant. / Let your love
come to me and I shall live / for your law is
my delight. K.

3. That is why I love your commands / more
than finest gold. / That is why I rule my life
by vour precepts: / | hate false ways. R.

4. Your will is wonderful indeed; / therefore
I obey it. / The unfolding of your word gives
light / and teaches the simple. R.
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THE SAVING WORD
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SECOND READING

Fom 8:28-30
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Eomans

He predestined us to become true images of his Sen.
We know that by tuming everything to their
good God co-operates with all those who love
him, with all those that he has called according
to his purpose. They are the ones he chose
specially long ago and intended to become true
images of his Son, so that his Son might be the
eldest of many brothers. He called those he
intended for this; those he called he justified,
and with those he justified he shared his glory.

¥ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION cf. Mt 11:25

Alleluia, alleluia! / Blessed are vou. Father,
Lord of heaven and earth. / vou have

revealed to little ones the Il't:_ﬁ.-'S't'El'i'ES of the
Kingdom. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL Mt 13:44-52
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew.

He sells everpthing he owns and buys the field.

Jesus said to the crowds, “The kingdom of
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which
someone has found; he hides it again, goes off
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OUR LADY OF MT CARMEL PARISH HILTON

Parish Priest: Fr Michael Separovich

Address: 82 Collick Street, Hilton, WA, 6163

Parish Office: (08) 9314 7733

Email: sec.hilton@perthcatholic.org.au

Website: http://www.olmchilton.org.au/parish-bulletin/

OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday: 9am — 3pm
Thursday: 9am — 12.30pm

OLMC Primary School Principal: Tracey Marsden 9269 2000

PARISH TEAM

Parish Secretary: Tereza Camacho

Safeguarding Officer: Brigette Liddelow 0432 908 980
Avila Retirement Village Secretary: Judy Rowlands
0448 205 283

OLMC Primary School RE: Alex Lerede
Seton Catholic College Website:
http://www.seton.wa.edu.au

REFLECTION: Follow the Money. In the 1976 film ‘All the
President’s Men’ which was the story of President Richard
Nixon ‘Watergate’ scandal the informant famously known
as ‘Deepthroat’ tells a reporter to follow the money. The
idea was that you could uncover political corruption by
examining money transfers between parties - a payoff here,
a gift there, a flashy dinner or car. If you follow the money,
you discover a lot of things about a person. Jesus puts it in
another way. In the gospel of Matthew and Luke Jeus says
‘Where your treasure is there will your heart be also.” |
suppose that is the question for us today. Where is your
treasure? Now we can get caught up in some antics when
Jesus says ‘treasure’ because we instantly think of great
sums of money or things of great monetary value like gold
diamonds. Anything that would neatly fit into a treasure
chest is treasure. But treasure from a biblical Greek
standpoint means a storehouse for precious things. To
treasure something is to keep carefully. Jesus warns us do
not store up for yourselves treasure on earth but store up
for yourselves treasures in heaven. Earthly store houses
need to be managed means that you need a round-the-clock
security system to keep your treasures safe, heavenly
storehouses don’t. We are hardwired to seek treasure, and
it is fundamentally human to treasure people and things.
Having treasure is not a bad thing after all God tells us in the
Book of Deuteronomy that God chose us to be a People for
His treasured possession. God desires to keep us carefully.
We are God’s treasure and the actions of Jesus to save us
demonstrates this. So where are your treasures? What are
you keeping safe? What are you caring for above all else?
Where does your money and time and talent go? This week
as we go about our life let us follow the money and see
where it leads.

PARISH SACRAMENTAL FORMATION 2026: For the young
individuals who are Baptised Catholic and are attending our
Parish School and for their Parents. Young people with their
parents who were unable to attend the Declaration of
Interest and Commitment for the Sacrament of
Confirmation in June please contact Fr Michael to advise the
time of Weekend Mass you will be attending to make your
open Declaration of Interest. This is required no later than
the 2™ of August. For Parents who have yet to attend the

Parent Formation Workshop, but have attended the Child /
Parent Workshop, again please contact Fr Michael to
arrange a time for a “one on one” session so as to complete
the essential component for the supporting and journeying
with a young member of the Family towards the Sacrament
of Confirmation. This too is to be fulfilled prior to 2" of
August. Many have not yet acquired from the Parish Office
their copy of the sacramental workbook publication “Our
Family Prepares for the Sacrament of Confirmation” (A
young person’s and their family’s faith sacramental
preparation journal.). Copies can be purchased from the
Parish Office during normal hours. le Tuesday, Wednesday,
Friday 9am-3pm and Thursday 9am-12 noon. Cost $10.00
each (Alas, no online banking). Completed Workbooks are to
be handed to the Parish via the School no later than Friday
14™ August. As all the Sacraments of the Church are
instituted and given to us by our Lord, due, diligent
preparation is required by those desiring to receive them.
Christ commanded in his commission of his apostles “Go
Baptise and teach.” Matt 28:19-20. Our Parish, School
Preparation Program for the Sacraments of Initiation are
concise and thorough. With shared Christian faith, and joy,
all four components of the preparation process for this and
all Sacraments of Initiation are to be complete. To offer
every opportunity to those individuals and their families,
who for good reason are unable to complete the whole
prescribed preparation process in the due time for the
celebration of the sacrament in August 2026, time will be
allowed for them to do so and | am pleased to inform that
the Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated and
offered for them on the Feast of Christ the King Sunday 22"
of November 2026 at the 9am Mass. Any enquires should be
emailed to Fr Michael at pp.hilton@perthcatholic.org.au. In
the service of Christ. Fr Michael.

WHEN WE COME TO CELEBRATE MASS, WE REMEMBER
When you go to Mass, talk to God...

During Mass, let God talk to you...

After Mass, talk to each other...

PARISHIONERS: Please do not leave your valuable
belongings unattended, especially when going to
receive Holy Communion.
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BULLETIN SPONSORS
MONTHLY AUSLAN INTERPRETED
MASS for the CATHOLIC DEAF
COMMUNITY
This is an opportunity for members of
Perth’s Catholic Deaf Community to
attend Mass that’s fully interpreted
with live Auslan interpreter, as well as
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AVILA COURT RETIREMENT VILLAGE
Please contact Judy on 0448 205 283 or
avila.hilton@perthcatholic.org.au for
information.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
Meet every Monday, except for
public holidays, between 7 to 8pm
in the first meeting room to the
left of the Church. New members
are always welcome. Please
contact Eddie Mizera (President)

BOWRA & O’DEA FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Because the little things are everything.

312 South Street, Hilton, 9239 7744
www.bowraodea.com.au

UNITED PEST CONTROL
PO Box 7141, Spearwood, 6163
0433 995 688

large PowerPoint text display. It is held
on the last Saturday night of each
month (excluding December) from 6.30
to 7.30pm, at St Denis Church, 60
Osborne Street, Joondanna.

on 0436 863 365 for more
information.

OUR LADY of MOUNT CARMEL
CHURCH

LAST FRIDAY OF THE MONTH - CATHOLIC DEAF SOCIAL NIGHT
The Catholic Deaf Ministry runs a social night for the deaf on the last Friday of the month
from 6pm to 8pm, a Personal Advocacy Service, 28 Holdhurst Way, Morley. An Auslan
interpreter is provided. The venue is wheelchair accessible. Free parking is available at the
venue. Light dinner, tea and coffee are provided. Newcomers are welcome! To RSVP and
for more information: admin.pas@perthcatholic.org.au

SAFEGUARDING OFFICER
Brigette Liddelow - 0432 908 980
b.a.liddelow@gmail.com
82 Collick Street, Hilton, WA, 6163
089314 7733

MASS TIMES WEEKENDS: Saturday Vigil 6pm, Sunday
7.30am & 9am.

MASS TIMES WEEKDAYS: Tuesday 9am, Wednesday 9am,
Thursday 9am, Friday 9am & Saturday 9am.

RECONCILIATION - Saturday’s: 9.30 to 10am and 5.15 to
5.45pm or by appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION: Friday 9.30 to 10.30am.

HOLY TRINITY CHARISMATIC PRAYER GROUP: Prayer
meetings are every Monday night from 7 to 9pm except for
public holidays.

SVDP WINTER APPEAL — THANK YOU: On behalf of the
Hilton-Beaconsfield Saint Vincent De Paul Conference, |
would like to sincerely thank you for your generous support
last weekend. If you are making an envelope donation, you
can drop that into the 2™ collection at Mass or post direct to
SVDP. Your assistance is so important in helping us to
continue serving those in our community who are in need.
Thanks again and God Bless you all. Eddie Mizera, President
SVDP Hilton-Beaconsfield Conference.

NATIONAL VOCATIONS AWARENESS WEEK — VOCATIONS
EXPO, 7 AUGUST 2026, 6PM - 8PM: Have you ever
wondered where God might be calling you? As part of
National Vocations Awareness Week, all are invited to the
Vocations Expo on Friday 7 August at the Cathedral Parish
Centre. Meet priests, seminarians, religious sisters and
brothers, married couples and Catholic organisations, enjoy
interactive displays, conversation, wine and cheese,
refreshments, and discover the many ways God calls us to
serve. Friday 7 August 6pm — 8pm St Mary’s Cathedral
Parish Centre, Perth. Free event with a registration. Register
at: https://www.trybooking.com/DNHOH.

WOMEN'S DISCERNMENT DAY — CALLED TO BE MORE?
Women aged 17-35+ are warmly invited to a day of prayer,
reflection and conversation exploring God's call in their lives.
Join other young women for inspiring talks by Sr Margaret
Scharf, Dr Pina Ford and Tara Peters, Mass, quiet reflection
and the opportunity to ask questions in a welcoming
environment. Saturday 15 August, 9.30am — 4pm Trinity
College, East Perth. Free event with a registration. Register
at: https://www.trybooking.com/DNFMQ.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: God is in his holy place, God who
unites those who dwell in his house; he himself gives might
and strength to his people.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
never forget all his benefits.

MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday 25 July to Friday 31 July 2026

WORLD DAY for GRANDPARENTS and the ELDERLY
Saturday 25 July

9am Mass: Holy Souls

6pm Mass: Giuseppe Orlando (RIP 10" Anniversary)
Sunday 26 July

7.30am Mass: For the People

9am Mass: Marina Bini (Anniversary) + Fred Martinelli
(RIP)

Tuesday 28 July

9am Mass: Margarita Cucevich (RIP)

Wednesday 29 July

9am Mass: Whole School Mass + Maria De Sousa (RIP)
Thursday 30 July

9am Mass: Marin Resich (RIP)

Friday 31 July

9am Mass: Maria De Sousa (RIP)

10.30am Mass: Hilton Park Aged Care
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happy, sells everything he owns and buys the
field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he finds
one of great value he goes and sells everything
he owns and buys it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a
dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul
of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen haul
it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect the
good ones in a basket and throw away those
that are mo use. This is how it will be at the
end of time: the angels will appear and separate
the wicked from the just to throw them into
the blazing furnace where there will be weeping
and grinding of teeth.

‘Hawve vou understood all this?’ Thev said,
“Yes.” And he said to them, “Well, then, every
scribe who becomes a disciple of the kingdom
of heaven is like a householder who brings out
from his storercom things both new and old.’

The Gnspel of the Lord.
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BrEaking Open
“Wor

COMMUNION WITH GOD

Today we continue to hear from the central
chapter in Matthew's Gospel, Jesus' parable
teaching about the kin-dom of God. Ower the
past Sundays we have been hearing parables
concerned with sowed seed (13th Sunday)
and the mystery of the damel sown among
the wheat (last Sunday). Today we hear that
the kin-dom of heaven is like treasure hidden
in a field, a common banking technique by
peasant farmers to protect their most valuable
possessions. Someone discovers this treasure;
hides it again and then sells every possession
to buy the field and claim the treasure.
Between the discovery and the purchase, the
finder goes off “happy”. The overwhelming
jov of the discovery leads the merchant to sell
everything to buy the field. This is an image
of the disciple, of us, in discovering that the
true encounter with God, the experience of
the kin-dom, is most precious. Nothing can
substitute it.

The second parable that concludes today's
Gospel is like the first. It is about a merchant’s
search for wvaluable pearls and, in finding
one, sells everything to have the pearl. In
the ancient world, in the time of Jesus and
Matthew, the pearl represented purity, beauty,
power, wealth, even divinity. The discovery of
the pearl by the parable’s merchant leads, as
in the first parable, to the selling of everything
possessed to gain the pearl.

Both parables speakinto our desire forultimate
and intimate communion with the God
revealed through Jesus. When we experience
such communion, we realise how wvaluable
it is; nothing can compare to it. Intimate
communion with God cannot be bought
nor can anything else in human existence
substitute for it. This communion is deepened
in every celebration of the Eucharist.

Fr Michael Trainer
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